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Chilmark Planning Board
January 13, 2020
Present: Catherine Thompson, Janet Weidner, Peter Cook, Ann Wallace, Rich Osnoss 
Not Present: Chris MacLeod, Mitchell Posin
Public & Board/Comm. Members: Bill Veno, MVC Planner, Christina Brown (MVC member), Ben Robinson (MVC member), Rob Doyle (MVC member), Fred Hancock (MVC member)
Staff: Jennifer Christy, Admin. Asst.
Meeting was called to order at 4:30PM
· Peaked Hill Pastures Subcommittee Planning Work:
· Ms. Weidner updated the Board on the actions of the subcommittee at the previous meeting. She specified that a timeline is to be developed along with a cover letter for the Board of Selectmen’s meeting on Feb. 4, 2020.
· Mr. Cook summarized the discussion at the Board of Selectmen’s meeting on January 7, 2020.
· He noted that the Board of Selectmen are keen for the Planning Board to move more quickly. 
· Ms. Weidner went into more detail about what the tasks are for the subcommittee prior to the Feb. 4, 2020 Board of Selectmen’s meeting:
· DLTA funds confirmed by Christine Flynn of the MVC
· Creation of a site map with all information currently available
· Memo developed for the Board of Selectmen’s meeting detailing what steps the Planning Board has taken since Jan. 7th.
· Timeline for the path to development of a Request for Proposals (RFP) for design of a plan, including various alternatives.
· Discussion occurred about the types of assumptions that the Planning Board may need to make to develop a certain idea and it was agreed by the members present that a consultant may be able to identify, with some expertise, what works well for the site and how each alternative presents pros and cons.
· Discussion occurred about the amount of time it will take the Board to produce a recommendation.
· Ms. Weidner stated that by the 27th of January the subcommittee will review a draft of the memo and timeline proposal that will be sent to the Board of Selectmen for their meeting on Feb. 4th.
· Master Plan Subcommittee Planning Work:
· Ms. Weidner summarized the planned work to-date on the Master Plan: need to notify the Board of Selectmen, poll the Town Boards & Committees to gather input on their goals and objectives, determine the approach for gathering the information through visioning or through surveys, determine the format of the Plan.
· Ms. Weidner suggested that the Board contact Cheryl Doble of Tisbury to see if she might attend an upcoming Board meeting to outline what a visioning process would entail. Ms. Wallace agreed to contact Ms. Doble.
· Mr. Cook suggested that an interactive outline be developed that could be added to. Mr. Cook explained that he would find it useful to be able to see what the Plan might look like and the types of information that is available for the sections.
· Zoning Bylaws Section 9.7 Inquiry:
· The Board reviewed the information and voted to consult with Counsel on the question of whether the word ‘not’ should be included in the section as it appears in MGL Chapter 40A.
· Biennial Residential Building Size Regulation report (for April 2020)
· The Board reviewed the information that was provided by the ZBA in the form of a ‘discussion paper’.
· The Board reviewed the data provided by the ZBA (and the Building Inspector) and it was noted that the report should indicate that the average size of houses in Chilmark are of a particular size in 2020 and the accompanying lot size. It was also noted that there have been very few abutter comments and that this should be highlighted in the report. It was noted that the comments on the criteria assessed by the ZBA were either all ok or NA. 
· Ms. Christy offered to revise the report to attempt to produce a report that illustrates the information more succinctly.
· It was confirmed that Mr. Cook, Ms. Wallace and Mr. Osnoss will be able to attend the January 22nd, 2020 ZBA meeting.
· FY21 Planning Board Departmental Budget Proposal:
· The Board reviewed possible capital projects and budget expenses looking five years ahead. 
· Mr. Osnoss confirmed he will attend the January 22, 2020 Finance Committee FY21 Budget hearing.
· Minutes:
· The minutes of December 16, 2019 were reviewed. The minutes were approved as written.
· DRI Checklist Revision Review & Discussion:
· The Board members and the Commission members discussed the proposed changes to the Checklist.
· Mr. Osnoss mentioned his agreement with the addition of the topic of ANRs to the Checklist. Mr. Hancock stated that others have noted that the specific mention of ANRs as a criteria for review is not needed because discretionary referral is offered to the Towns. He further noted that it has been mentioned periodically that a discretionary referral can put a bit of pressure on Towns due to the fact that in smaller communities the public may feel that Board members may not be sending projects for a discretionary review by the Commission with a neutral stance.
· Ms. Weidner inquired about how an individual Town’s mechanisms can address the same concerns that the Checklist addresses.
· Discussion occurred about what issues the public may have with the suggested revisions.
· Mr. Robinson mentioned that the Planning Board may opt to send the Commission a letter of support for the Checklist Revision if they so desire.
· Mr. Osnoss requested that the topic of a response to the MVC re the Checklist Revision be placed on the agenda for January 27, 2020.
· Correspondence:
· The Board reviewed no correspondence.
· Topics not reasonably anticipated by the Chairperson at the time of posting: 
· There were no unanticipated topics.
· Next Meetings: 
· January 27, 2020, 4:30PM
· February 10, 2020, 4:30PM
· Documents: 
· Rules & Regulations Governing Subdivisions in Chilmark
· Chilmark Zoning Bylaws 2019
· DRI Checklist Review Committee DRAFT and memo from Fred Hancock, chairperson of the committee
· ‘Discussion Paper’ from the ZBA regarding the Biennial Report for the Residential Bldg. Size Regs.

Meeting adjourned at 7:07PM. Minutes respectfully submitted by Jennifer L. Christy
