Oct 20, 2021
Use of chemicals in Squibnocket:  Marina Lent reported that the use of certain landscaping substances is reported to have resumed.  She referred the reporting party to Zoning Enforcement Officer Lenny Jason. The Board asked Marina Lent to provide documents relating to the Board’s past discussion and decisions on this item, including an advisory from Town Counsel on the matter, for review at its next meeting.

May 2, 2020
OhDEER abutter complaint:  Katie Carroll  reported having received a letter from a Basin Road abutter to a property where the deer repellant odor was impacting the neighbors. Katie requested that this complaint be forwarded to town counsel to advise the Board on options, stating that she did not wish to address this any further at this time.  The Board asked Marina Lent to locate additional emails from a year ago relating to this matter.


Aug 7 2019
Oh Deer!   The Board noted having received abutter complaints regarding odor of deer, tick and mosquito repellant application.  The Board felt that local regulations to address this and similar issues might be helpful, and asked Marina Lent to write a letter to the company to seek to avoid additional complaints for the remainder of the summer. 
 
Sep 18, 2019
Oh DEER!  The Board held a discussion with MV OhDEER representative Mario Spindola and OhDEER owner/founder Kurt Upham to address abutter complaints received during the summer.  In addition to complaints from abutters in the course of the summer season, the Board has received detailed letters of support from the DiMaura property in Menemsha, which uses the services of OhDEER, about the merits of this form of pest control over the more-toxic alternatives.  These letters are on file for review in the Board of Health office.
 
Mario Spindola stated that the intent of the company is to provide an alternative to toxic pesticides.  He described the product used for tick and mosquito control as a mixture of organic compounds and essential oils including rosemary and peppermint which is IC-3 organic-compliant.  The product kills only on contact with the target.  After it dries, it retains mild repellant properties, but does not continue to kill. Unlike conventional chemical pesticides, it can safely be used to treat ponds, in zoos, near restaurants, and in children’s play areas.  It is laid thick on the ground to penetrate to the soil, and sprayed into brush for mosquito control.  Unlike conventional pesticides, which are widely used and barely noticed, this product will not create environmental or health hazards. 
 
The Board noted that the smell is significantly overpowering, and asked how it might be possible to achieve less aerosolization to minimize the spread of the odor.  The Board asked whether the product is OMRI-certified, and advised that being careful to avoid application when the wind is likely to spread the odor to abutters would help.  Concerted and consistent abutter notification is also necessary.  The Board pointed out that providing detailed information about the product and its properties is very important to assure abutters and passers-by that the odor does not indicate a chemical hazard to their health or to the environment.  Board and OhDEER representatives felt that staff in the field should be encouraged to provide people with a flyer about the product and contact information to company representatives who would be able to answer any further questions.
 
The Board will take under consideration developing regulations or guidelines for this and other potential nuisance complaints.  For the time being, the Board felt it would be helpful for the DiMaura property to have a yard-survey for ticks undertaken to determine the acuity of the tick problem.   The measures discussed and agreed upon, including abutter notification of times of application, attention to wind strength and wind direction, and public education about the nature of the product are likely to significantly reduce complaints. 
 



