


9-15-2025 P Cook  on Pickleball in Chilmark

Although Pickleball does not exist in Chilmark as of this date, and there have been no applications for either new construction or conversion of existing surfaces that could be used for Pickleball, there has been such a strong display of public opposition to its ever being here that we have spent over a year trying to find a way to regulate the activity known as Pickleball without being on record as banning a sport with growing nationwide popular interest and support.

We have studied numerous reports from a wide range of communities to look for templates of bylaws that might work for Chilmark. We have looked at setbacks, noise evaluation and suppression systems, and other possible mitigating actions without finding what we think we need for a comprehensive, defensible regulatory instrument. 

My suggestion at this point is for us to propose a bylaw that states that “Pickleball as it is currently played, with the equipment and platform it currently uses, is not approved as an outdoor activity in Chilmark.”

(I would append two sections below (slightly edited from our draft of  June 16 2024) 

Definition of Pickleball:
Pickleball means an activity where participants utilize a racket or paddle to strike and volley a hollow plastic ball over a net.
 
Pickleball, as referenced here, means new permanent outdoor construction of courts, the conversion of existing outdoor courts to Pickleball, and the temporary outdoor use of existing courts for Pickleball. An indoor Pickleball court must be in a completely enclosed lawfully erected building with a permanent roof.
 
Intent and Purpose:
We acknowledge the importance of sports to the health and welfare of members of the community; we recognize our responsibility to address the detrimental effect on residential neighborhoods with the documented noise intrusion associated with playing Pickleball.
 




