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From: Elizabeth Durkee
To: Tim Carroll
Subject: grant letter of support request
Date: Tuesday, April 4, 2023 2:16:01 PM
Attachments: MVP Draft town support letter.docx


Hi Tim,
 
I hope you are well.
 
I am respectfully requesting a letter of support from the Select Board for a regional grant application
to the MA Municipal Vulnerability Preparedness (MVP) program.
 
Last year the MVP funded the development of the Vineyard Climate Action Plan. This year we are
following up with a request to fund one of the actions in the Climate Action Plan – the long overdue
mapping of the Island’s vegetation. The project also includes mapping of selected marine aquatic
habitat and a community campaign to encourage sustainable landscaping practices.
 
This project will help guide us all to a longer-term goal of building climate resilience into land use
planning.
 
I have attached a draft letter of support that I hope you will review, sign on your town letterhead,
and return to me by mid-late April.
 
If you have any questions, please let me know.
 
Thank you.
 
Liz Durkee
 
 
 
Elizabeth Durkee
Martha’s Vineyard Commission
Climate Change Planner
33 New York Avenue / PO Box 1447
Oak Bluffs, MA, 02557-1447
Office: 508 693-3453 x119
durkee@mvcommission.org
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April 4, 2023





Ms. Kara Runsten


Director


MA Municipal Vulnerability Preparedness Grant Program


100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900


Boston, MA 02114





RE: Martha’s Vineyard Vegetation Mapping for Climate Resilience 





Dear Ms. Runsten,





The Town of Chilmark fully supports the Martha’s Vineyard Commission’s grant application for Island-wide vegetation mapping, selected aquatic vegetation mapping, and a sustainable landscaping campaign. This project will provide both our town and the Island as a whole with beneficial information and data for resilience planning. 





This project is identified in the Vineyard Climate Action, funded in 2021-22 by the MVP program. It is a foundational step in a longer-term goal of building climate resilience into land use planning in light of sea level rise and other impacts including drought, wildfire, and increased precipitation.  





The vegetation mapping is long overdue and is critical for making informed land use decisions.





The aquatic mapping will help identify sites for future aquaculture projects, a local industry that helps clean the pond water and provide both traditional local food and local jobs.





A sustainable landscaping campaign is a perfect complement to the above actions. All our land and waters are stressed by climate change. Appropriate landscaping protects and enhances the natural environment and helps protect pond water quality. 





Thank you for your consideration of this valuable project.





Sincerely,
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