DRAFT Meeting Minutes
Chilmark Planning Board Meeting
 Monday, November 17, 2025
4:30PM
Chilmark Library, 522 South Road
Present: Ann Wallace, Catherine Thompson, Peter Cook, Rich Osnoss, Janet Weidner, Hugh Weisman, Mitchell Posin
Not Present: 
Public & Board/Comm. Members: 
Staff: Jennifer Christy
Site: In Person, Chilmark Library meeting room, 522 South Rd.

The Meeting was opened at 4:30PM.
Continued Public Hearing: Short Term Rental Zoning Bylaw Proposal:
· Rich Osnoss opened the public hearing at 4:30PM.
· The working group described their plan for a public forum.
· Cathy Thompson made a motion to continue this public hearing to 6:30PM on Nov. 20, 2025. The motion was seconded and approved to continue the hearing to 6:30PM on Nov. 20th, 2025. (It was also determined that the public hearing would be continued to December 8, 2025, 4:40PM at the Nov. 17th , 2025 meeting/forum).
Correspondence:
· The Board heard from Janet Weidner re the Preschool meeting about the playground.
· Correspondence from Tim Carroll re the MVC Hazard Mitigation Plan update was reviewed along with the draft report from Dan Doyle at the MVC. It was determined that Jennifer Christy should resend the draft report to the board members and also review the actions that the Board has taken since 2021 and enter those actions on the report.
Continued Public Hearing: Pickle Ball Zoning Bylaw Proposal (New):
· Rich Osnoss opened the continued public hearing at 5:05PM.
· Brief discussion occurred about next steps. Peter Cook suggested the way forward is to say, noting that the Planning Board has discussed this at extensive length, that the building of a pickle ball court is either not permitted or requires a 600 foot setback. He thought that the Planning Board could not regulate an activity—and the regulation of this is through possibly a town ordinance, but not something that the Planning Board can regulate. Peter also suggested that there be a section of the zoning bylaw that requires a review of the development in 2 or 3 years. Rich Osnoss and Mitchell Posin both suggested that a review may be triggered by any new development of equipment or other advance that mitigates the impact of pickle ball on the neighborhoods in which they are located.
· Rich Osnoss wondered about the issue of lot owners who transform an existing tennis court into a pickle ball court and how impact may be mitigated in that case. Peter Cook stated that if the eventual bylaw essentially bans pickle ball courts then the lay out of a pickle ball court on an existing tennis court would be in violation of the bylaw and noted that a line may be entered that says the Board anticipates a review of new equipment and materials in a set amount of time so that new things that may mitigate noise can be assessed.
· Ann Wallace suggested that she had heard that Tisbury’s Counsel had opined that the absence of pickle ball in the zoning bylaws would allow the Town to not permit it due to the fact that it is not an accepted or permitted use.
· Janet Weidner read from Peter Cook’s idea submitted in September and she thought that it addressed what may be needed to cover the options for either building a new one or converting an existing one: “Pickleball, as referenced here, means new permanent outdoor construction of courts, the conversion of existing outdoor courts to Pickleball, and the temporary outdoor use of existing courts for Pickleball.”
· Ann Wallace suggest that the bylaw could be that Pickle Ball is banned for the next two years in Chilmark. There was brief discussion about whether this type of bylaw would be approved. Rich Osnoss thought that possibly the ban could be in effect until new equipment is developed.
· Peter Cook suggested that we propose an ordinance or an agreement with the ZBA that pickle ball is not an approved use for the next two years. This idea was briefly discussed and it was determined that the ZBA wants to have a more concrete direction.
· Janet Weidner also wondered what it may mean to evaluate a bylaw in two years. Brief discussion occurred about how a review would be implemented.
· The Board agreed to focus on developing a bylaw that introduces a 600 foot setback. There was further brief discussion concerning the fact that a 600 setback does not address noise level. There was also discussion that there is a basis for this setback distance.
· It was discussed that section 4.2 of the ZBLs would need to be amended in order require a 600 foot setback idea.
· Peter Cook made a motion to continue the hearing to Monday, December 8, 2025 at 5:00PM. Hugh Weisman seconded the motion. The motion was approved unanimously.
[bookmark: _Hlk210219372]Special Permit ADU (SPADU) and Protected Use ADU Bylaw Amendment Proposal:
· Hugh Weisman summarized where the Board is on the discussion of a special permit ADU.
· The revision provided for the meeting proved to be the wrong one and the updated proposal edits were not included.
· It was determined that the discussion will continue on December 8, 2025 at 5:20PM
Form A Application & Plan: Wilma G. Hancock, Map 11, Lot 30, 45 Quenames Road:
· Reid Silva presented the plan.
· Discussion occurred.
· Mitchell Posin made a motion to endorse the plan. Peter Cook also made a motion to endorse the plan.
· More discussion occurred about how other Form As and divisions that abut Quenames Road have been addressed by the Planning Board in the past.
· The motion was seconded by Peter Cook.
· Brief further discussion occurred about the consistent treatment of divisions proposed on Quenames Road.
· The motion was voted unanimously to endorse the Form A.
Squibnocket Pond District Adv. Committee Zoning Bylaw Proposal Discussion:
· There was brief discussion regarding Leanne Cowley’s comments on Town Counsel’s comments shown on the last draft.
· There was a decision to place the topic on the December 8th, 2025 agenda.
Minutes:
· The minutes from Nov. 10th were not reviewed. 

Next Public Hearings & Meeting(s): 
· Monday, Nov. 20, 2025, Cont’d Public Hearing on STR Bylaw proposal, 6:30PM
· Monday, Nov, 24, 2025, Cont’d Public Hearing on Pickle Ball proposal, 5:00PM

There was a motion to adjourn at 6:20 PM 
Documents:
Zoning Bylaw Proposals: Pickle Ball & STRs.
Draft proposals for a Special Permit ADU
Draft ZBL Definitions Bylaw Amendment proposal
Draft ART 12 ZBLs SPDAC proposal
Minutes respectfully submitted by Jennifer L. Christy
