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The purpose of this Advisory is to familiarize local election officials w ith changes to state 

election laws that wil l impact the 2022 State Primaries and State Election, as well as upcoming 
local elections. 

This Advisory includes a first-glance summary of changes that wi ll directly affect how you, as a 
local election official, will carry out your duties. Addit ional information and specifics will be 

provided in the coming weeks and months, as different aspects of the new law go into effect 
and as new regulations are promulgated. 

The VOTES Act 
On June 22, 2022, an election reform law t itled "The VOTES Act" was signed into law. Among 

other things, the VOTES Act makes several of the temporary changes from the pandemic 

permanent, so many of these policies and procedures will be familiar to those of you 
administering elections in 2020. The new law also makes the absentee voting process and early 

voting by mail processes consistent. 

Voter Registration Deadlines 
Beginning July 22, 2022, the voter registration deadline for al l elections and town meetings will 
be 10 calendar days before the date of the meeting or election. 

Local election officials will still be required to hold in-person registration sessions on the last 
day to register to vote, which for any Tuesday election will now be a Saturday, but the 
registration session will end at 5 p.m. instead of 8 p.m. 

For cities and towns with more than 1,500 voters, the registration session must be held from 9 
a.m. until 5 p.m. For towns with fewer than 1,500 voters, the registration session must be held 
from 9 a.m. until 11 a.m. and from 3 p.m. until 5 p.m. 
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Poll Worker Appointments 
Effectively immediately, there is additional flexibility for t he appointment of poll workers. 

If, six weeks before an election, it is determined that there are not enough election officers 
appointed, the appointing authority (board of selectmen, city council, board of election 

commissioners) may appoint pol l workers without regard to political party affiliat ion, voter 
registration status, res idence, or inclusion on a list from a local party committee. 

If, three weeks before an election, there are still not enough poll workers appointed, the clerk 

will be able to fill vacancies by appointing any competent person, without regard to party, 

residence, or a list from a local party committee. 

Further, you now have the option to eliminate the use of a check-out table if you choose to do 

so. If you do not use a check-out table, however, you must still have a poll worker stationed at 

the ballot box. 

If poll workers are appointed without regard to party affiliation, the inspectors at the check-in 

table (and check-out, if used) cannot be of the same political party. If poll workers are 
appointed from lists from the parties, the inspectors must be of different political parties. 

Police Officer Assignments 
Effective immediately, the law regarding assignment of police officers at polling places is 

amended to require the board of select men, town counci l, or city council to assign police 
officers a,(cj constables to polling places. Previously, this was the responsibility of the chief of 

OY' 
police. 

Since this change is taking effect before t he primaries, you will need to communicate with your 

selectmen or council to make sure they detail officers at a summer meeting before September. 

Vote by Mail 
Effective immediate ly, early voting by mail must be available for all state elections, state 

primaries, and presidential primaries. 

Early voting by mail is also required for all local elections and preliminaries, unless the city or 
town opts out. In order to opt out of Vote by Mail for a local election, the selectmen, city 

council, or town council must hold a public hearing and public roll call vote to NOT allow Vote 
by Mail no later than 45 days before the date of the election. Cities and towns cannot opt out 
of Vote by Mail for a local election if the election is happening on the same day as a state 

election, state primary, or presidential primary. 

Applications 
As in 2020, the Elections Division will be mailing Vote by Mail applications at least 45 days 

before every regular state primary, state election, and presidential primary. The applications 
will be sent to everyone registered to vote by the 60th day before the election who has not 
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