Conservation Commission

Zoom Minutes January 5, 2021 9:00 AM Town Hall 


FINAL
Present for the Conservation Commission and attending the zoom call were:  Chris Murphy, Chairman, Joan Malkin, Pam Goff, Sandy Broyard, Candy Shweder, Russell Maloney, Doug West and Chuck Hodgkinson.  Reid Silva, Alan Holt, Ellen Jewett, Amy Salzman, Emily Reddington, Kathy Coe, Joan and Mark Safford, Terry Meinelt, Richard DeWitt, Ann DeWitt, Patty Sacks, Phoenix Becker, Krista Pearson, Andy Rappaport, Ollie Becker, Susan Scheuer, Jonathan Lipnick, Jane Wilkie, John O’Keefe, Buck Goldstein and Sheri Caseau also attended.  Bob Hungerford did not attend.  ZOOM Meeting ID: 99258226361.
Mr. Murphy brought the meeting to order at 9:04 AM and asked for a rollcall of attendees.  He then appointed Alternate Commissioner Doug West as a voting member for the day’s agenda.

CONTINUED PUBLIC HEARING NOI SE 12 - 865; REID SILVA FOR CHILMARK POND FOUNDATION; Chilmark Pond and barrier beach:  Mr. Murphy identified the eligible voters as himself and Commissioners Goff, Malkin, Shweder, Broyard, West and opened the continued hearing at 9:05 am.  Mr. Silva summarized this is a NOI to review the data and a long term ecological restoration plan improve the shellfish and diadromous fish habitat and water quality of Chilmark Pond.  It is modeled after the Edgartown Great Pond’s successful management program that improved the water circulation throughout the pond during an opening.  This is the first permitting step toward applying for and receiving the complete set of state permits needed for this long term plan.  The complete permitting process will take more than 12 months to complete. The project will take place within Chilmark Pond on land under water and on a section of barrier beach.
He then said he has spoken with the NHESP but, has not yet received their written opinion on this application.  He explained the NHESP is trying to expand the scope of the permit to include the pond opening activity.  He added this is clearly explained in the NOI narrative as a separate activity that has been carried out by a different organization (The Chilmark Pond Association) under the 1904 Acts and Resolves of Massachusetts Chapter 203 legislation which states its purpose as “An Act to provide for the drainage of the low lands and meadows around certain Great Ponds in the County of Dukes County.”
Mr. Silva then reviewed the site plan of the pond and the proposed four water exchange channels.  He reiterated they will help improve the water circulation when the pond is closed and when open to the ocean.  The dredge spoils location is to the east of the opening site.  The water quality certification permit with the DEP will require ensuring the composition and grain size of the dredge spoils are compatible with those of the planned disposal site.  If not, an alternative disposal process will be identified.  He said he would provide all state permits and the results of the dredge spoils composition to the Commission before any work commences.  He will also provide a detailed site plan of the final spoils deposition location with elevations.  The owner of the land for the proposed deposit site is Carol Kenney and she supports the plan provided the Commission and state approve the project.
After further discussion about the details and with no additional public comment a motion was made to close the hearing for public comment while leaving the record open to accept the final NHESP report.  The motion was seconded and with no further discussion passed unanimously via a roll call vote with six in favor.

A second motion was made to approve the plan as presented with the following special conditions:  1. A copy of the approved water quality certification and all related permits must be secured before any work begins.  2.  Copies of the water quality certification and related permits shall be provided to the Commission before any work begins.  3.  A copy of the dredge spoils analysis and deposit site approval shall be provided to the Commission before work begins.        4.  A detailed site plan of the approved dredge spoils location with elevations shall be provided to the Commission before any work begins.  5.  This approval is contingent upon the written approval of the NHESP which will be given to the Commission before any work begins.  6.  The conditions of approval that might be identified by the NHESP shall also be added to these special conditions.  7.  No activity shall take place without the prior timing approval as outlined by the NHESP for the shore bird nesting season.  This timing shall be provided to the Commission before each cycle of activity commences.  8.  An on-site meeting shall take place among the Commission or its designee and all contractors before any work begins at any time to review equipment access, this Order and the specified compliance with all of the special conditions.  The motion was seconded.  In discussion the three-year term of the Order was discussed and how there is still over a year’s worth of permitting required from the Commonwealth agencies before any activity can take place.  It was agreed that the applicant may apply for a three-year extension of the Order when the time comes.  With no further discussion the motion passed unanimously with six in favor via a roll call vote.
ADMINISTRATION:

The draft 12/15/20 meeting minutes were reviewed.  A motion was made and seconded to approve the minutes as amended.  A roll call vote passed the minutes by consensus. 
With no further business to discuss the meeting adjourned at 9:49 AM.  
Respectfully submitted by Chuck Hodgkinson, C.A.S.
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