Conservation Commission

Minutes October 2, 2019 12:30 PM Town Hall 


FINAL
Present for the Conservation Commission and attending the meeting were:  Joan Malkin, Chairman, Bob Hungerford, Vice Chairman, Pam Goff, Sandy Broyard, Candy Shweder,    Russell Maloney, Doug West and Chuck Hodgkinson.  Reid Silva, Chris Alley, Patrick Courtney, Bart Thorpe, Isabella Thorpe, Robert and Barbara Thorpe, David Smith and         Doug Cooper also attended.  Chris Murphy did not attend.     
The meeting came to order at 12:30 PM and Ms. Malkin appointed Alternate Doug West as a voting member for the day’s agenda.  
FOLLOW UP DISCUSSION NOI SE 12 – 847; PATRICK COURTNEY; 16 Old Nursery Lane; AP 7-10:  Mr. Courtney explained the Commission asked him to return today to review a revised site plan showing a new layout for the patio and the delineation line, stone markers and relocated goat enclosure fence to allow for a 25-foot no cut buffer from the wetland edge.  After brief discussion a motion was made to accept the revised plan hand-dated 10/2/19.  The motion was seconded and unanimously approved with seven in favor.
NOI SE 12 – 850; REID SILVA FOR ISABELLA THORPE; off Flanders Lane;              AP 26-103:  Ms. Malkin opened the public hearing at 12:35 PM.  Mr. Silva reviewed the site plan to install a total of 31 dual axis tracker solar panels on a 27.12-acre vacant lot.  Eighteen of the panels are located within the 100-foot buffer zone of a Bordering Vegetated Wetland draining into Menemsha Pond.  There will also be associated trenching for underground transmission cables within the buffer zone.  The applicant Isabella Thorpe explained the importance of her plan because the planet needs to increase its use of alternative energy to thwart climate change.  This plan will provide enough electricity to power 50 homes.  It will be connected to the grid and in turn sold by Eversource to interested customers.  Mr. Smith explained the base for each unit will be 4-feet square and about 1 ½ feet thick.  An excavator will dig the hole for the base placement that will be covered with soil and seeded once installed.        A chain trench digger or a small excavator will be used for the buried power lines—about 18 inches below grade.  The Commission asked when the project will be installed.  Bart Thorpe said ASAP and it should be completed in about 3 months.  With no public comment a motion was made to close the hearing at 12:41 PM.  The motion was seconded and unanimously approved.  After discussion about how to protect the wetland resources during construction a motion was made to approve the plan as presented with the following special conditions:  1.  Construction fencing shall be installed along the 50-foot line from the wetland edge as shown on the site plan as the limit of work and approved by the Conservation Agent (CA) before work begins.  2.  A chain trenching machine shall be used as much as practicable for the buried cable within the buffer zone.  A small excavator shall be used when needed for rock removal.  3.  Construction vehicle access and activity shall use the center of the fenced-in limit of work area as much as possible.  The motion was seconded and with no further discussion passed unanimously with seven in favor.
NOI SE 12 – 851; CHRIS ALLEY FOR HAVEN KIERNAN; 31 Meadow Lane;                AP 30-76.1:  Ms. Malkin opened the public hearing at 12:45 PM.  Mr. Alley reviewed the plan to develop a vacant, 4-acre parcel.  The following parts of the plan are within the 100-foot buffer zone of a Bordering Vegetated Wetland.  The limit of work fencing is approximately 50 feet from the wetland edge.  The ground inside the fencing will be temporarily disturbed by construction activity.  A buried utility line trench is proposed within the existing driveway that is 60 feet from the wetland edge.  A parking area off the existing driveway is proposed that is approximately 60 feet from the wetland edge.  The Commission discussed the site visit observations and made note of the steep slope from the site toward the surrounding wetlands.  With no public comment a motion was made to close the hearing at 12:53 PM.  The motion was seconded and unanimously approved.  A subsequent motion was made to approve the plans as presented with the following conditions:  1. A re-landscape plan shall be approved by the Commission before it is installed.  2.  Construction fencing with staked coir logs inside the fence shall be installed along the limit of work lines as shown on the site plan, approved by the Conservation Agent (CA) before work begins, maintained and left in place until after the re-landscaping has been installed and is established.  3.  If the pool and detached bedroom are relocated a new site plan shall be provided to the CA.  4.  The driveway and parking area shall have a porous/gravel surface.  5.  The CA shall periodically check the site during construction.  The motion was seconded and after brief discussion passed unanimously with seven in favor. 

CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE SE 12 – 387; MILES JAFFE; 95 Stonewall Rd.;       AP 32-70:  Chuck H. explained an Order was issued in 2000 to upgrade the septic system.  The property is being sold and has passed the title and transfer Title V inspection by the Board of Health.  He recommended the project is in full compliance.  A motion was made to accept the report and issue the Certificate of Compliance accordingly.  The motion was seconded and unanimously approved with seven in favor.
ADMINISTRATION:

Signatures:



Order of Conditions SE 12 – 850; Thorpe AP 26-103.



Order of Conditions SE 12 - 851; Kiernan; AP 30-76.1. 


Certificate of Compliance SE 12 – 387; Jaffe; AP 32-70.
The draft September 18, 2019 meeting minutes were reviewed and approved as presented by consensus.  
The next meeting will be October 16, 2019 @ 12:30 PM.

With no further business to discuss the meeting adjourned at 1:05 PM.

Respectfully submitted by Chuck Hodgkinson, C.A.S.
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