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' A LETTER FROM THE CHIEF OF ENGINEERS, UNITED STATES
ARMY, DATED JUNE 13, 1939, SUBMITTING A REPORT, TOGETHER
WITH ACCOMPANYING PAPERS AND AN ILLUSTRATION, ON A
PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION AND SURVEY OF MENEMSHA
CREEK, MARTHAS VINEYARD, MASS, AUTHORIZED BY THE
RIVER AND HARBOR ACT APPROVED JUNE 20, 1938

Jung 23, 1939.—Referred to the Committee on Rivers and Harbors and ordered
to be printed with an illustration

-

WarR DEPARTMENT,
Washington, June 22, 1939.
The Speaxer oF THE HoUsSE oF REPRESENTATIVES.

Drar Mg, Speaker: I am transmitting herewith a report dated
{ June 13, 1939, from the Chief of Engineers, United States Army, on
preliminary examination and survey of Menemsha Creek, Marthas
Vineyard, Mass., authorized by the River and Harbor Act approved
June 20, 1938, together with accompanying papers and illustration.
Sincerely yours,

o Harry H. WoobrINg,
Secretary of War.

War DEPARTMENT,
Orrice orF THE CHIEF OF ENGINEERS,
Washington, June 13, 1939.
Subject: Menemsha Creek, Mass.
To: The Secretary of War.
1. I submit, for transmission to Congress, my report with accom-
panying papers and illustration on preliminary examination and survey
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92 MENEMSHA CREEK, MASS.
of Menemsha Creek, Marthas Vineyard, Mass., authorized by the
River and Harbor Act approved June 20, 1938.

2. Menemsha Creek is a tidal inlet, three-fourths of & mile long,
near the western end of Marthas Vineyard Island. Tt connects
Menemsha Pond with Menemsha Bight, an indentation in the northern
or Vineyard Sound shore of the island. A high sandspit extending
northerly from the Menemsha town wharf forms s well-protecte
basin east of the main creek. Intrance to this basin is through a nart
row channel between the end of the sandspit and the barrier beach
extending east from the mouth of the creek. Widths in the creek
decrease from 400 feet at the inner end to 100 feet at the entrauce,
with depths increasing from 2% feet in the meandering channel south
of the town wharf to 8 feet at the entrance and 6 feet in the anchorage
area in the basin. No project for improvement of Menemsha Creek
has been authorized by Congress. Since 1927 the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts has expended $202,000 for improvement and mainte-
nance of the creek. This improvement consists of timber and stone
entrance jetties, protection of the beach east of the entrance, and a
channel 6 feet deep and 60 to 75 feet wide from Vineyard Sound to
Menemsha Pond, with a basin of the same depth east of the channel
inside the entrance. Local interests request deepening and widening
of channels in the creek and deepening of the anchorage area. They
claim this will provide a safe and convenient base for fishing and recrea-
tional craft and an easily accessible harbor of refuge for the fishing
fleet of 40 to 60 vessels working in the vicinity. They offer to furnish,
free of cost to the United States, spoil-disposal areas and indicated
that a monetary contribution would be made.

3. The waterway serves the fishing and yachting interests of the
towns of Gay Head, Chilmark, and West Tisbury, with a combined
population of 700. The principal occupation of the inhabitants is
fishing and catering to a large number of summer vacationists. Im=
proved highways extend to all parts of the island. Commerce of the
waterway consists almost entirely of sea food, the total vahie of the
annual catch being $75,000. The local fishing fleet numbers 35 boats
drawing from 2} to 5 feel, and 500 transient boats visit there annually.

4. The district engineer has compared two alternate alinements and
widths for the channel to Menemsha Pond. He finds that the best
navigation channel will also require the least annual maintenance
charge. He estimates the first cost of the improvement at $50,000,
with annual maintenance of $2,700. In view of the large local benefit
to result from further improvement, the district engineer believes that
local participation in the cost should be required, but as the Common-

R ﬂ\‘

wealth of Massachusetis has already expended a large amount on . .,

improvement of the entrance to the creek, he concludes that contribu-
tion of 25 percent of the first cost of further improvement would be
reasonable. On this basis, the annual carrying charge would be $4,388
for the United States and $687 for local interests.

5. The division engineer concurs generally in the views and recom-
mendations of the district engineer. He believes that as part of the
project the United States should hereafter maintain the entrance
jetties, provided they are first placed in first-class condition by local
interests. He estimates the additional cost of maintenance for this
purpose at $300. He recommends the improvement at a first cost of
$50,000, with annual maintenance of $3,000, subject to certain condi-
tions of local cooperation.
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6. The Board of Engineers for Rivers and Harbors has fully eon-
sidered the views and recommendations of the reporting officers. It
concurs in the view that the improvement is economically justified.
The Board recomnmends the improvemsnt subject to certain conditions
of local cooperation.

7. After due consideration of these reports, I concur in the views and
recommendations of the Board. The iinprovement will provide a safe
and protected harbor for fishing and recreational craft operating in the
vicinity and will encourage greater use of the harbor facilities by
visiting craft of a larger type. I therefore recommend the improve-
ment of Menemsha Creek, Marthas Vineyard, Mass., to provide an en-
trance channel 10 feet deep and 80 feet wide between the jetties to and

@including an anchorage basin 10 feet deep in the wide northern portion
and 6 feet deep in the narrow southern end, and a channel 8 feet deep
and 80 feet wide through Menemsha Creek to deep water in Menemshs,
Pond; all substantially in accordance with plan B in the report of the
district engineer; at an estinated first cost of $50,000, with annual
maintenance of $3,000; subject to the provisions that local interests
furnish, free of cost to the United States, as and when required, all
lands, easements, and rights-of-way and spoil-disposal areas for the
initial work and for subsequent maintenance; hold and save the
United States free from claims for damages resulting from the im-
provement; that they place the entrance jetties in a condition of repair
satisfactory to the Secretary of War; and that they contribute 25
percent of the initial cost, but not to exceed $12,500.

J. L;ScuLEY,
i ]t%ajor General,
) Chaef of Engineers.

REPORT OF THE BOARD OF ENGINEERS FOR RIVERS AND
HARBORS i

[Second endorsement]

. THE BoArD oF ENGINEERS FOR R1VERS AND HARBORS,
Washington, D. C., June §, 1939,

To the Chief of Engineers, United States Army.

The Board concurs generally in the views and recommendations of
the reporting officers. The improvement will provide a protected
harbor for fishing and recreational craft operating in the vicinity and
will encourage greater use of the harbor facilities. In view of the
relatively large expenditures already made by the Commonwealth of
Wassachusetts in Improving the waterway, future maintenance of the

~%ntrance jetties by the United States and requirément of a contribu-
tion of 25 percent of the first cost of further improvement is reason-
able. The Board therefore recommends the improvement of Menem-
sha Creek, Marthas Vineyard, Mass., to provide an entrance channel
10 feet deep and 80 feet wide between the jettiesjto and including an
; anchorage basin 10 feet deep in the wide northern portion and 6 feet
" deep in the narrow southern end, and a.chanhel 8 feet deep and 80
feet wide through Menemsha Creek to deep water in Menemsha Pond ;
all substantially in accordance with plan B in the report of the district
engineer; at an estimated first cost of $50,000, with annual mainte-
nance of $3,000; subject to the provisions thatlocal interests furnish,
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free of cost to the United States, as and when required, all lands, ease-
ments, and rights-of-way and spoil-disposal areas for the initial work
and for subsequent maintenance; hold and save the United States free
from claims for damages resulting from the improvement; that they"
place the entrance jetties in & condition of repair satisfactory to the
Secretary of War; and that they contribute 25 percent of the initial
cost, but not to exceed $12,500.
For the Board:
M. C. TyLer,
Brigadier General, Corps of Engineers,
Sentor Member.

SURVEY OF MENEMSHA CREEK, MASS.
'SYLLABUS

The facilities of Menemsha Creek and Harbor should be improved both for the
fishing fleets, local and visiting, and for pleasure craft navigation. It will form a
valuable haven of refuge for the waters of this region. The general benefits war-
rant participation in the improvement by the United States. The district engi-
neer recommends the adoption of a project providing for a channel 10 feet deep
and 80 feet wide in the entrance between the jetties at the mouth, and thence the
same depth and 200 feet wide into the existing basin just inside the mouth;
deepening the existing basin to 10 feet throughout the wide portion and to 6 feet
in the southerly end; and a channel 8 feet deep and 80 feet wide through the
Creek from the basin entrance to Menemsha Pond, at an estimated total cost of
$50,000 for new work, with $2,700 annually for maintenance; provided that local
interests contribute in cash 25 percent of the first cost, but not to exceed $12,500,
furnish spoil disposal areas, and release the United States from all claims for
damage that may arise from the improvement.

War DEPARTMENT,
Unitep Stares ENGINEER OFFICE,
: Providence, B. 1., May 2, 1939.
Subject: Report on Survey of Menemsha Creek, Marthas Vineyard,
Mass.
To: The Division Engineer, North Atlantic Division, New York, N. Y.

1. Awthority.—The basic authority for this survey report is con-
tained in section 8 of the River and Harbor Act approved June 20,
1938. The act designated Menemsha Creek, Marthas Vineyard,
Mass., as one of the several localities for preliminary examination
and survey in accordance with existing laws. It is submitted in com-
pliance with instructions by the Chief of Engineers dated December 12,
1938, pursuant to recommendation of the Board of Engineers for
Rivers and Harbors upon its review of the preliminary examination
report on Ménemsha Creek. The report covers a survey made to
determine the advisability and cost of improvement and the local
cooperation required. o )

2. Description.—The locality is shown on United States Coast and
Geodetic Survey Chart No. 1210 and on the map (file No. Ma. 2)

¥

J
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accompanying this report. A chain of three tidal ponds extends nearly .
across the narrow portion of;the western end of the island of Marthas

Vineyard. Menemsha Creek is a tidal inlet about three-fourths of a
mile long, which connects Menemsha Pond, the largest and most
northerly of the ponds, with Menemsha Bight, an indentation in the

northern or Vineyard Sound shore of the island. It lies about 3 miles .

east of Gay Head and about 12 miles southwest of Vineyard Haven.
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The main creek varies in width from about 400 feet near the inner end
to about 100 feet between parallel jetties protecting the entrance. - It
flows in a generally north and south direction. Most of its course is
through a low sandy or marshy formation. 'The shore lines are some-
what irregular, being deeply indented in places by arms or bays.

3. The creek is part of the boundary line between the towns of
Gay Head and Chilmark. The fishing village of Menemsha in the
latter town is located on a bluff on the east bank, about a quarter of a
mile from the mouth. A paved road connecting with other parts of
the island terminates in the village at the site of the town wharf.
From this point a high and narrow sand spit extends northerly about
1,000 feet and forms the barrier between a well-protected basin to the
east and the main creek past the wharf and into the pond. The
wharf and nearly all the structures along both sides of the sand spit
and on the east side of the basin were destroyed by the storm of Sep-
tember 21, 1938. Entrance to the north end of the basin is afforded
by a narrow channel between the end of the spit and the barrier beach
extending east from the mouth of the creek. Improvements in the
waterway have been made by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
from time to time since 1897, as outlined in paragraph 8. The present
" depths available are about 8 feet for a width of 70 feet in the entrance
between the jetties, and for a width of about 100 feet in the entrance
to the basin; 6 feet in the anchorage area within the basin; 6 feet for
a width of about 50 feet in the channel from the jetties to the town
wharf; and a limiting depth of about 2.5 feet in the meandering channel
from the town whar{ to deep water in Menemsha Pond. This pond,
about a mile square, has depths of 10 to 20 feé over a considerable
portion of its area. From it a shallow channel extends to Nasha-
quitsa Pond where depthis of 6 to 8 feet are said to exist. Scallops and
clams have become fairly abundant in the ponds since the creek was
made a permanent watérway.

4. No bridges cross thie creek or the two ponds named. The narrow
waterway between Nashaquitsa Pond and the third pond, known as
Stonewall Pond, is crossed by the main highway to Gay Head. The
mean rise and fall of tide is about 2.7 fect at the entrance to Menemsha
Creek, and is slightly less in the ponds.

5. Tributary area.—The waterway serves the fishing and yachting
interests of the towns of Gay Head, Chilmark, and West Tisbury with
an aggregate population of about 700. Summer residents in the
estates scattered along the shores and on the nearby hills more than
double this number. Thousands of summer sojourners on the island
of Marthas Vineyard visit Menemsha Village and the famous colored
cliffs at Gay Head. Vineyard Haven and Oak Bluffs at the northern
end of the island and Edgartown at the eastern end, distant respec-
tively about 12, 14, and 115 miles from Menemsha, are the large centers
of summer activities. They have good facilities for both commercial
and pleasure boating. Well-paved roads extend to all parts of the
island. Lo

report was. made’on improvement of Menemsha Bight and Pond:
harbor of refuge. It was printed in the Annual Report of the Chie
of Engineers:for 1887, page 569. House of Representatives Executive
Document, Noi 60, Fifty-second Congress, first session, comprises 8
preliminaryiexamination and survey of Menemsha Bight with.a view

6. Prior reports.—In.1886, an unfavorable:})i'éliminary examjination
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to preventing the closing of the inlet or creek. This report recognized
the desirability of a sheltered harbor in the locdlity, but the importance
of a project consisting of jetties and shiore protection was not considered
suflicient to justify the initial expenditure and subseyuent maintenance
charges. House Document No. 60, Fifty-eighth Congress, second
sesslon, covering a report by a Board of Engineers on the examination
of various 'loca.iiyies with a view to the construction of harhors of refuge
for coastwise shipping, includes consideration of AMenemsha Right and
Creek. The locality was not deemed worthy of improvement for that
purpose.

7. Biisting project and local cooperation.—No Federal project hag
ever beer adopted; and in the absence of such a project, no local COOPET-
ation has been required.

8. Cther improvements.—Since 1927 the Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts has expended a total of over $202,000, including $2,700
contributed by local interests, for improvement and maintenance of
Menemsha Creek and its entrance. The work consists of parallel
jetties of timber and stone at the entrance; timber and concrete walls
and jetties with riprap protection on the barrier beach east of the
entrance; and a channel 60 to 75 feet wide, 6 feet deep, about a mile
lIong, from Vineyard Sound to Menemsha Pond, with a basin of the
same depth located east of the channel and just inside the entrance.
The entrance jetties are about 250 feet in length, 3 feet above high
water, and 150 feet apart. Since the destructive hurricane of Sep-
tember 21, 1938, the Commonwealth has spent over $19,000 in re-
dredging the basin to a depth of 6 feet and repairing a wide breach in
the south ory town wharf end of the sand spit forming the bagrier
between the basin and the creek. :

9. Ferminal and transfer factlities—Before the storm of September
21, 1938, thege existed & town wharf at the end of the paved roagd on
the Menemsha side of the creek and numerous private fishing jand
pleasure-boat landings along the sand spit and on the east side of the
basin. All these structures and the adjacent buildings were entirely
destroyed by the storm. The wharves were adequate for the reguire-
ments of the boats, both fishing and pleasure, using the waterway.
Reconstruction of these wharves is being undertaken gradually. The
town has built & small landing pler on the east side of the basin and
owns an extensive frontage adjacent thereto. On the west side of
Menemsha Pond there is a public landing with highway approach.
Fuel and subsistence supplies are available, but no boat yards or marine
railways exist on the waterway. Such facilities are located on the
island at Vineyard Haven, Oak Bluffs, and Edgartown. There is

¥

ample water frontage.available for construction of additional landin'gs’ : @
3

and other facilities when needed. ) ¢
10. Improvement desired.—A public hearing was held at Vineyard
Haven on August 23, 1938. It was attended by officials-of the towns,
the county, and the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and by fishing,
yachting, and commercial interests. The towns of Chilmark and
Y ance channel

feét:deep between the jetties, extending from dee
Bight to the entrance to the basin; widening the es
toithe basin by 75 feet and deepening it to 10 feet; deep

~ portion. of the basin to 10 feet and the narrowing head to 6 feet; a
. general straightening of the present meandering chanpe} leading into

N
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* Irregular alinement following the deepest Waite

- into the anchorage basin, located just inside
. and deepening it to'10 féet; deepening the ba;

‘the wide portion arid ‘to 6 feet in the narr
'+ viding o channel 8 feat dosp through the ¢

" mentioned item. Plan A contémplates di
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Menemsha Pond, making it 60 feet wide and 8 feet deep from the basin -
entrance to deep water in the pond. Depths refer to mean low water

11. These facilities were dsemed necessary to provide a safs an(i
convenient base for the local fishing and pleasure boats, and an easﬂ;?
accessible harbor of refuge for the fleet of 40 to 60 fishing vessels often
working off No Mans Land and the large number of pleasure craft
which cruise in this locality. The basin is frequentiy overcrowded by
visiting boats, so that access to Menemsha Poud is requirad to accom-
modate the increasing number of both fishing and pleasure eraft
desiring shelter. While no definite offer of local cooperation was made
other than that of furnishing of spoil aveas for the deposit of dredged
material, State and town contributions were reasonably well assured.

12. Commerce.—Present commerce in Menemsha Creek pertains
almost entircly to the fishing industry and yeehting, QOccasionally
small loads of [uel and building material have been brought in, but no
record of the amounts are available. Fishing boats deliver most of
their cateh to buyers at mainland ports, the locsal receipts being minor
amounts for consumption on the island. The value of the annual
catch by the local fleet is about £75,000.

13. Vessel traffic—The local fishing fleet numbers about 35 boats,

-~ varying from 20 to 40 fest in length and 2% to 5 feet in draft. No

record of their trips is available. Their estimated value is about
$80,000. Among the owners there is a trend toward the use of larger
boats. Fishing vessels from outside ports as far distant as Gloucester
and Bridgeport occasionally seek refuge in the creek. |Pleasure boats
to’ the number of at least 500 per season make usedof the harbor.
Many of these are from distant points outside of Massachusetts.
A motorboat attached to the Gay Head Coast Guard Station uses the
cfeekk as a base. At times a total of 60 to 75 craft conggegate there and
fill both the basin and the creek up to the town wh%xrf to capacity.
A decided increase in the number of pleasure craft using the harbor
has occurred in the past few years. ‘

14. Difficulties attending navigation.—~—The narrow entrance from
the sound and sharp tum into the basin make it difficult {or the larger
boats to enter and leave, particularly when the tidal current is at 1ts
maximum. Very few boats attempt to navigate in the creek between
the town wharf and the pond, the channel being narrow and ctooked,
with a limiting depth of only 2.5 {eet cver the shallowest bar.

15. Survey.—A survey of Menemsha Creek was made in March
and April 1939. It included hydrography of the waterway from
Menemsha Pond to the entrance, and topography along the adjacent
shores. The resulting map accompanies this report. |

116. Plan of improvement—Two plans for improvement of Menemsha
Creek are indicated on the map. Both provide for deepening the
ehtrance channel between the jetties to 10 feet; widening the opening
\trance, by 75 feet,
10{eet throughout

end; and pro= -
fenemsha Pond.
ent of the last-
the channel into
interests. It is on an
w. available, Plan .
v & nearly straight
re is contemplated.

Sl .

They differ only in regard to the width

Y

the pond 60 feet wide, as requested by loc
B'proposes a channel 80 feet wide into ;the_z{p;bl
syhnement. Disposal of the dredged materialios

1
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The quantities of material to be removed, based on place measure- (
ment and allowing for 1 foot overdepth, and the estimated cost of ]

each plan arve as follows:

Under plan A (requested): Cubic yards

Entrance channel, 10 feet deep__ . _ . ___ .. __________ 8, 000 r
Anchorage basin, nearly all 10 feet deep__- ... _.______ 37, 000 (
Channel into pond, 60 feet wide, 8 feet deep_ _ .. _.___.__ 65, 000 }
Tobal .. 110, 000
Estimated cost for dredging 110,000 cubic yards of sand and gravel (
at 35 cents. .. ___ . __._____. S $38, 500 |
Estimated cost for annual maintenance_.___ . ____.___._______. 3, 000 (
Under plan B (proposed): Cubic yards - !
Entrance channel and anchorage basin (same as plan A) __ * |
Channel into pond, 80 feet wide, 8 feet deep_ _.__ . __._... 97, 000 |
Total . o e 142, 000 |
Estimated cost for dredging 142,000 cubic yards of sand and gravel ‘
at about 85 cents. - i 50, 000 [
2, 700 (

Estimated cost for annual maintenance. ... .. ._____________ ,
17. Discussion.—NMenemsha Creek in its present condition is used ‘
extensively by fishing boats and to a lesser degree by pleasure craft. \
At times the facilities are overcrowded. It is the base for a local }
fishing fleet of about 35 small vessels, and a harbor of refuge for fish- i
ermen from distant ports. The visiting boats are in general larger |
and of greater draft than the home fleet. For this reason the creek }
is not available to many of them. It is the nearest harbor to the |
Aimportant fishing grounds off No Mans Land, a small island with no |
¥ harbor, lying about 6 miles south from Gay Head. Menemsha is only
“a 12-mile run from No Mans Land, while other harbors are distant 20 . 4
miles or more. Besides the local boats, a fleet of 30 to 60 vessels from S
4 Massachusetts, Rbode Island, and Connecticut ports is engaged in _
} fishing off No Mans Land. A large number of these outside boats ﬁ
would be able to utilize the harbor afforded by Menemsha Creek if 1
the desired improvements are made. This nearby shelter against ‘
sudden storms would add to the safety of the fleet and decrease oper- |
-ating expenses. - It is reasonable to expect that the local fishing fleet \
would expand their operations. J
18. Vineyard Sound and the neighboring waters of Nantucket Sound ‘
and Buzzards Bay attract hundreds of pleasurc craft of all sizes from
widespread points. Yacht club fleets and individual craft sail these |
waters in large numbers during the summer season. Menemsha is the
only harbor at the west end of Vineyard Sound. Woods Hole and l
Vineyard Haven are 12 and 14 miles, respectively, to the eastward.
Adverse currents and winds in Vipeyard Sound create rough seas and |
greatly hinder navigation throughioutits length. Cuttyhunk Harbor, ) ’~
located on Buzzards Bay and lying 10 miles northwest of Menemsha, :
is not easily accessible from the sound. In storms from fohe north and o “
northeast it is almost impossible for small boats sgekmg shelter in
Cuttybunk to pass through Quicks Hole or Canapitsit Channel. ‘ : ’
19. The needs of local fishermen for'a permanent entrance to the
creek and improved conditions insideé bechme evident Lo the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts in 1907.. Developinent by the State has
provided fairly adequate facilities for|the local fishing and yachting
craft up to the present time. Expenditures to date tolal over $202,000,
including about $19,000 for restoration of works severely damaged by

3
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the storm of September 21, 1938. There is a trend toward larger
boats in the local fishing fleet. General interest in yachting is increas-
ing. The growth of Marthas Vineyard as a summer resort creates a
demand for better facilities for pleasure boating. Further improve-
ment of Menemsha Creek is required to meet not only the local needs
but also to ‘provide additional shelter for increasing numbers of
visiting boats of both classes. In view of the use now made of the
creek and basin: it is practically certain that the increased facilities
proposed would be used to their limit during the summer season.

20. The plans of improvement shown on the accompanying map
are in general accordance with the desires of local interests. The
details are given in paragraph 16. Depths of 10 feet in the entrance
channel and in the basin, and an 8-foot channel into the pond, are
considered necessary. For the channel into the pond a width of 80
feet and a nearly straight alinement as proposed in plan B are con-
sidered advisable. Such a channel would provide safer navigation
conditions than a 60-foot width, particularly in stormy and thick
weather. With suitable disposal of the larger volume of dredged
material on the adjacent water areas, the hydraulic conditions of the
wider channel would be better than for the narrower waterway.
With a 60-foot channel, shoaling along the sides would require redredg-
ing at shorter intervals in order to keep it usable, and maintenance
costs, owing to this frequency factor and relatively small volumes to
be removed at each time, would be somewhat greater than for the
80-foot width. ;

21. Local and general benefits from the proposed improvement can-
not be separated or accurately evaluated. In view of the extensive
use of the harbor by visiting fishing and pleasure craft in season, the
general benefits are considered in excess of the local. Justification of
the improvement rests upon its value to the fishing industry and to
pleasure craft navigation. In view of the large expenditures already
made by the Commonwealth for development and maintenance of
the waterway, local cooperation to the extent of 25 percent of the cost
is considered reasonable. For the improvement as proposed in plan
B this would require a Federal investment of 37,500 and a non-Federal
" investment of $12,500. -

The economic cost or annual carrying charges, assuming 25 percent
local cooperation, are as follows:

Federal annual carrying charges:

Interest, amortization, snd depreciation, 4% percent of $37,500.___ $1, 688
Annual maintenance_ . _ .o _ .. 2,700
7 I SO S .- 4,388

Non-Federal carrying: charges: Interest, amortization, and depreciation,
5% pereent of $12,600 . il 687
OBl - - e e < e e e e 5,075

22. Water power and other special subjects—~Questions of water :

power, flood control, land reclamation, oyster growing, and wildlife

Preservation are'irrelevant to the proposed work. There is no pros-
pective use of the waterway as a seaplane base. . The improvement

would have no material effect upon the shore line in the vicinity.
23. Conclusions.—The proposed improvement of Menemsha Creek

* wealth of Ma

constituting an extension of the work already.done by the Common- -
usetts, would be of distinct'value to the local fishing
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industry and to the large number of vessels from distant points

which assemble on the fishing grounds off No Man’s Land.

It would

also meet the needs of both local and general yachting interests for a

harbor at the eastern end of Vineyard Sound.
benefits would be about equal in amounts.

The local and general
Censidering the large

expenditures made without Federal aid for the establishment of a
stabilized entrance and a safe harbor inside, local cooperation to the
extent of 25 percent of the cost of the improvement now desired should

berequired.

Reasonable assurance of such cooperation has been given.

24. Recommendation.—It is recommended that a Federal project for
the improvement of Menemsha Creek be aunthorized to provide for a
channel 10 feet deep and S0 feet wide in the entrance between the fi
jetties at the mouth, and thence the same depth and 200 feet wide ‘
mto the anchorage basin just inside the mouth; deepening the existing
basin to 10 feet throughout the wide portion and to .6 feet in the
southerly end; and a channel 8§ feet deep and 80 feet wide through the
creek from the basin entrance to Menemsha Pond, substantially in
accordance with Plan B as shown on the accompanying map, at an
estimated cost of $50,000 for new work, with $2,700 annually for
maintenance; provided local interests contribute in cash 25 percent

of the first cost, but not to exceed $12,500, furnish, free of cost to the

United States, suitable spoil-disposal areas for new work and subse-

quent maintenance, as required, and release the United States from

all claims for damage that may arise from the improvement. If

authorized, allotment for the work should

be provided in one suih.
J. S. BraGDON,

Lieut. Col., Corps of Engineers,

[First endorsement]

District Enguneér.
i

Orrice, Division Excinerr, NorTa ATLantic DIvIsion,
New York, N.'Y., May 8, 1939.

To the Chief of Engineers, United States Army.

1. I concur generally in the views and recommendations of the
district engineer. '

2. However, I believe that the question of maintenance of the jetties
Inquiry from the district engineer
shows that the State is prepared to malke all repairs in the jetties which
are necessary at this time, and the district engineer recommends that

should be covered in the project.

maintenance thereafter be provided for by the Federal Goverument.

The estimated additional cost of maintenance for this purpose is
$300 per year. ) .
3. Ttis recommended that a Federal project for the improvement of

Menemsha Creek be authorized to provide for a channel 10 feet deep

and 80 feet wide in the entrance between the jetties at ¢l
the same depth and 200 feet wide into the an

thence:

nouth, and
age basin

just inside the mouth ; deepening the existing basin to 10.feet through-
out the wide portion and to 6 feet in the southerly end; and a channel
8 feet: deep and 80 feet wide through the creek from the basin entrance
to Menemsha Pond, substantially m accordance with plan B as shown

‘thé jaccompanying map, at an estimated cost of §
ith $3,000 annual

50,000 for new

»

ly for maintenance; provided:local interests
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MENEMSHA CREEK, MASS. 11

contribute in cash 25 percent of the first cost, but not to exceed $12,500,
furnish, free of cost to the United States, suitable spoil-disposal areas
for new work ‘and subsequent maintenance, as required, release the
United States from - all claims for damage that may- arise from the
improvement, and place the jetties in first-class repair.

F. B. Wn.ey,
Colonel, Corps of Engineers,
Dwnsion Engineer.
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