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the ote of which is carried to the forges at Taunton; 6. lagoon, famous for 9. a mine of good pipeclay.

Map by J. and Hector St. John De Crevecoeur, 1782.



Introduction

Chilmark is blessed with its location, its history, its geography,
and its special qualities. It has all the advantages of small-town liv-
ing, a rural atmosphere, and geographical diversity--the seashore, ponds,
streams, woods, fields, flatlands, and hills, It has the boundaries of
its stone walls, the openness of the remaining farms, the vistas from the
roadsides, the continuity of its historical architecture, the town cen-
ter with the beetlebungs, and Menemsha with its fishing shacks and its
harbor.

In prior years Chilmark's isolation was its protection. Its limi-
ted populations were no threat to its water supplies or other natural
resources, nor to the quality of its life. But will future generatioms
living in Chilmark have the same pleasures we now enjoy? Even with
acre-and-a-half, two-acre, and three-acre zoning, if pressure for de-
velopment continues at its present intensity, Chilmark will become sub-
urbanized.

The Master Plan is largely a study of the town including information
on all aspects of the community and its resources. It also contains goals
and objectives, which are defined as actions which may be taken toward
accomplishing the goals. We hope this plan will give you a more complete
understanding of Chilmark as a community, and of its resources, than you
had before reading it.

We also hope this plan will inspire you to help protect these re-
sources and the way of life we now have. Many remember the relative sim-
plicity of the earlier years, and although changes have occurred, Chilmark
still retains its rural quality and natural beauty. For this we are in-
debted to all who have had the foresight to protect it up to now. It re-
mains to be seen whether we can do as well, as pressures for development
continue to increase.

What can we do? We cannot stop growth, but we can direct it, and
we may be able to slow it somewhat. Through the care and persistence of
voters and town officials we can minimize its negative effects. While
there is no single answer for protecting Chilmark's quality of life, it
is obvious that we need to be concerned and to put our concerns to work,
turning goals and objectives into actions which will preserve and enhance
the qualities which we enjoy now, so that future generations may also know
them,
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