Minutes

Chilmark Selectmen

March 4th 2008
Present:
Warren Doty, Riggs Parker, Frank Fenner, Jonathan Revere, Michael Lieberman, Chris Soulagnet, Tim Carroll.

7:30 PM
Public Hearing Opened on Common Victualer License for Michael Lieberman dba Helmans Menemsha Deli. 

Michael Lieberman told the Selectmen that there will be no major changes to the operation of the Menemsha Deli or equipment.  He said that his lease with Mr. Poole set minimum hours of operation as 7 AM to 2 PM for a breakfast and lunch menu, and a minimum season of May 1st through Columbus Day.  He told the Selectmen that he might do a takeout menu of premade foods to carry out later in the day depending on how the summer goes for him.

Mr. Parker asked what Mr. Lieberman’s experience was in food service.  Mr. Lieberman said he had worked on the island in the business since 1988 and has been fulltime on the island since 1998.  He also told the board about working in Providence and Florida.

Mr. Lieberman said he would keep the doors open at the deli for as long as he could find an affordable way to do so.  He said would stay open closer to sunset during July and August and might sell to-go boxes of food.

Mr. Doty asked how Mr. Lieberman was going to address parking concerns.  Mr. Soulagnet said that only 3 of the spaces in Mr. Poole’s parking lot were reserved for other uses and the rest was available to the deli.  The Selectmen discussed trash.  Mr. Lieberman was told of the town rule that every business that generates trash in Menemsha must handle their own trash and have a patron accessible disposal container near their public door.  The hearing was closed at 7:45 PM.
Mr. Fenner moved and Mr. Parker seconded a motion to grant Michael Lieberman a Common Victualer’s License at 24 Basin Road for 2008.  SO VOTED:  Three Ayes.

Minutes

Minutes of February 19th 2008 approved as corrected.

Squibnocket Pond District Advisory Committee

Mr. Parker volunteered to serve on the SPDAC in response to that committee requesting a member of the Board of Selectmen be appointed.  SO VOTED:  Two Ayes.  Mr. Parker Abstaining.

Town Hall

Mr. Carroll reported that the new chairs were in place for the Selectmen’s meeting room.


Mr. Carroll reported on his inspection of the crawl space under the 1988 addition with the civil engineer.  It was recommended that the crushed cedar shingles that were used as shims under the carry sticks twenty years ago be replaced with steel plates and that the addition be jacked up a half an inch.  This was in response to three doors not working and cracks appearing in the walls.  Mr. Fenner volunteered to do this with Mr. Carroll.


Mr. Carroll reported on the limited access limited use lift.  He reported that the door frame had settled some and taken the sensors on the steel door out of alignment, causing the elevator to not operate.  It was agreed to have the elevator vendor come to the island to service the door if the jacking of the building didn’t help correct the situation in a couple weeks.
Special Town Meeting

Mr. Fenner commended Mr. Carroll on his preparation for the special town meeting March 3rd and for setting it up to run smoothly.

Middle Line Road Affordable Housing


The board discussed an RFP for the project and the sequence of actions and town meeting votes.

Nabs Corner Affordable Housing

The Selectmen approved the language from James Lengyel of the Martha’s Vineyard Land Bank for the special legislation filed to approve the land transfers.

Annual Town Meeting Warrant

The Selectmen reviewed the draft warrant for Annual Town Meeting.  After making changes to the Community Preservation Committee’s articles to address specific concerns and to separate them into individual articles, the Selectmen approved the calling of the Annual Town Meeting for April 28th 2008 by this warrant for 27 articles and to send it to Town Counsel.

Community Center & Library

Mr. Carroll reported on the burst pipe that flooded the Community Center’s basement and the related failed pipes at the Library on Saturday morning.  The police reported to the Library Director that they had seen water coming out of the lawn into Beetlebung Corner around 11:00 PM Friday night.  The Library Director went to the basement and discovered two leaks spraying water. She attempted to shut off the water and called Mr. Carroll at home.  He came up and spent the next four hours securing the leaks, wet vacuuming the library basement and then borrowed a dewatering pump from Coast Guard Station Menemsha to pump out the Community Center basement.


Jeff Kurth, and his son, made emergency plumbing repairs to the library and then replaced the burst water pipe and sump pump in the Community Center.  By 3:00 PM water had been restored to the two buildings.


It is believed that the Community Center cellar doors had been left open by someone Friday afternoon, and that had caused the pipe in the basement to freeze and burst.  Friday had been 19 degrees for most of the day.  Mr. Bunker has purchased a padlock to lock those doors in the future.


Mr. Doty commended Mr. Carroll for going beyond the call of duty on Saturday.
Vineyard Transit Authority

Mr. Parker moved and Mr. Fenner seconded a motion to appoint Mary Beth Grady as a representative of handicapped people to the VTA board for this year, subject to her acceptance.  SO VOTED:  Three Ayes.

Meals on Wheels

The Selectmen agreed to volunteer to deliver Meals-on-Wheels March 19th 2008.  The Selectmen will contact the organizer individually to participate.

Veteran’s Agent 

The Selectmen discussed a letter they had received from the state reminding them of the importance of having a Veteran’s Agent for the town.  The Selectmen were very pleased with the service the community was receiving from the County Veteran’s Agent Joanne Murphy.

Meeting adjourned:  8:41 PM

APPRROVED:  March 18th 2008
