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Date: Thursday, December 31, 2015 10:25:06 AM
Attachments: Amendments to Rules and Regulations.pdf

Hi Tim
Can the Shellfish Department be added to agenda for the next Selectmen's meeting? 

Items for discussion:

1.  I would like to start advertising for the Assistant Shellfish Constable position. 
 Additional hours require a reposting of the position with an updated job description.  I
 was planning on keeping the job description the same unless the Selectmen want to
 change anything (tending overnight anchorage). 

2.  I would like the Assistant Constable to take the Shellfish Constables Training
 Course.  This is a two week training course (80 hour) offered at Mass Maritime.  I
 found it extremely informative when I took the course.  It will be offered at the
 Maritime Academy campus from 2/22/16-3/4/16.  Registration is $495 which will
 come out of my professional development line.  Travel and/or boat tickets $450

3. The Milford Aquaculture Seminar will be held on January 11-13th, 2016.  I wasn't
 going to attend because I wasn't sure if I would have enough in the professional
 development line to cover it.  But a few of the folks from the Shellfish Group are
 going so it will cut the cost in half.  Given this reduction in cost I would like to
 attend upon Selectmen approval.  
Registration $160  Hotel $110 (Roommate so only one night) and travel is paid
 because I will be getting a ride  free.  

4.  Emmett Carroll would like to no longer work his aquaculture grant.  I believe he
 would like to transfer his grant to someone else along with the sale of his cages,
 oysters and equipment.  A believe Melanie Flanders is interested in taking over the
 grant upon Selectmen approval.  I support the transfer to Melanie Flanders.

5.  It would be a good idea to get permission from the State to relay oysters from the
 closed area of Tisbury Great Pond to the Approved (fishable) areas.  This would
 need to be done after oyster season.  There are many oysters in the closed area and
 given the need for an oyster fishery next year I'm asking permission to write a
 request letter to DMF. 

6.  We should update our rules and regulations.  I have attached a copy of
 amendments for a public hearing for your review.  They will need to be cleaned up by
 town council but we should try to accomplish this for next year.  I will invite the
 Shellfish Advisory Committee to the meeting so they can be discussed.

7.  I would like to apply for a grant from the Edey Foundation for some eel grass
 restoration funding.  If awarded the funds will be for purchasing equipment materials. 
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Town of Chilmark   -  Shellfish Department 


Amendments to Rules & Regulations 


 


Oyster 
 


A1.  There shall be no dragging for oysters unless the air temperature reaches a minimum of twenty-eight 


(28) degrees Fahrenheit, by no later than 10:00 a.m. on any calendar day. 


 


A2.  If one or more days, Monday through Friday, fails to reach a minimum air temperature of twenty-


eight (28) degrees Fahrenheit by 10:00 a.m.  Then a commercial licensee may fish a commercial limit on 


Saturday of the same calendar week, if an air temperature of twenty-eight (28) degrees Fahrenheit is 


reached by 10 a.m.  There shall be no make-up day for any other method of catching oysters. 


        
Aquaculture 


 
A3.  Each person holding an aquaculture permit shall submit a written report annually to the Selectmen.  


The aquaculture report is due no later than January 15th and shall contain the following information. 


1. A copy of the annual propagation report submitted to the Division of Marine Fisheries from the 


previous year. 


2.  Harvest data for the previous year (count). 


3. Approximate number of adult oysters currently on the grant. 


4. Approximate number of seed oysters currently on the grant. 


5. Source and date of the seed purchased the previous year (shellfish hatchery).  If seed is 


purchased from a private aquaculture farm a copy of the disease testing report must be 


submitted.  


6. Number of grow out cages currently on grant site.   


7. Brief description and approximate date of any high mortality events of seed or adults, growing 


conditions and/or any unusual organisms noticed over the previous year. Examples of  unusual 


organisms are but not limited to: algal blooms, crabs, seaweed, sea squirts etc. 


Failure to provide an annual aquaculture report to the Selectmen will result in non-renewal of the 


aquaculture permit. 


A4.  Each grant holder shall mark the four corners of grant site.  Corners shall be clearly marked with the 


corresponding grant number and initials of the permit holder. 


A5.  Grant holders shall conduct aquaculture practices as designed in their original business plan or 


permit application.  Any changes in gear type or methods may require preapproval from the Army Corps 


of Engineers, Division of Marine Fisheries, Conservation Commission and Selectmen.    


A6.  Grant holders are responsible for any gear that is derelict and or breaks free and washes ashore.  


Failure to recover gear within one (1) month upon notification to grantee will result in a Selectmen review 


and possible revocation of aquaculture permit.   







A7.  Any purchase of seed from a private grower shall have a disease test and must be documented within 


two weeks prior to said transfer.  A written copy of the testing report must be made available to the 


Shellfish Constable upon request and submitted in the required annual report. 


A8.  No oysters shall be discarded at any of the aquaculture grant sites.  Any undesirable (clusters or 


misshaped) oysters shall be transferred to Shellfish Constable to be placed in a family shellfishing area. 


A9.  Any aquaculture permit holders using the town's designated upweller off-site culling area shall keep 


such area free of aquaculture equipment and clean.  No discarding of shellfish at this area is allowed. 


A10.  Any aquaculture permit holder is responsible for removal of gear or equipment if license is 


revoked.  If gear is not removed within six (6) months after license is revoked the town will hire someone 


to remove gear and equipment.  All costs associated with this gear removal shall be the responsibility of 


the grant holder.   







 The deadline for this grant is January 15th.  When I finish writing it I will need the
 Selectmen to approve the plan and give me permission to apply on behave of
 the town.  Ill forward the RFP to you so you can review it.

Sorry I know that's a lot of stuff for one meeting.   


