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Chilmark, MA 02535 

Dear Mr. Mayhew: 

(617) 565-5561 Facsimile: (202) 481-1526 

I am happy to report that the U.S. Small Business Administration supported more that $657 million dollars in lending to over 
2,600 small businesses throughout Massachusetts in fiscal year 2015. Of out of 68 SBA offices nationwide, we are proud of 
the fact that the Massachusetts District Office ranked number 3 in total loan production. 

If you take a glance at the enclosed 2015 Massachusetts SBA Annual Report, you will see that we are working with lending 
institutions and helping small businesses in every comer of the state from our largest cities to our most rural towns. These 
loans create an opportunity for a small business owner and his or her community - an opportunity that would not exist 
without the unique partnership between the SBA and its lending partners. For fiscal year 2016, SBA is excited to announce 
that there are no guarantee fees charged to small businesses for loans under $150,000. and the new Veterans Advantage 
program, which provides no guaranty fees to veterans Express loans up to $350,000, and other guarantee fees are cut in half. 

In addition to our loan programs, the SBA has resources available to help every local small business with each aspect of its 
start-up or expansion. SBA offices in Boston and Springfield, together with partners like SCORE, the Massachusetts Small 
Business Development Center Network and the Center for Women & Enterprise provide free one-on-one counseling, 
classroom and internet-based training, and assistance in obtaining business loans, venture capital, surety bonds and 
government contracts. 

We have enclosed the following tools for you to share with your economic development staff: 

• The 2015 Massachusetts SBA Annual Report 
• Several copies of the Massachusetts Small Business Resource Guide (Additional copies are available upon request.) 

In closing, I would like to mention to we are accepting nominations for Small Business Week. If you know of any deserving 
small business, nomination information can be found at www.sba.gov/ma. Winners will be awarded at a small business event 
next year. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me directly at 617-565-5561 should you have any questions or comments on any of the 
materials provided, and I would be more than happy to provide a briefing for you and your staff. The SBA is also willing to 
be part of any educational workshop or small business initiative you are planning, as we believe in collaborating with every 
organization that is helping Massachusetts companies get started, grow or recover. 

Sincerely, 

Robert H. Nelson 
Massachusetts District Director 
U.S. Small Business Administration 
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