Federal Emergency Management Agency
Washington, D.C. 20472

CERTIFIED MAIL IN REPLY REFER TO:
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED APPEAL START

August 25, 2015

Jonathan Mayhew Case No: 11-01-0527S

Chairperson, Board of Selectman Community: Town of Chilmark,

Town of Chilmark Dukes County, Massachusetts
Chilmark Town Hall Community No.: 250068

Post Office Box 32

Chilmark, Massachusetts 02535
Dear Mr. Mayhew:

On June 3, 2013, and April 27, 2015, the Department of Homeland Security’s Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA) provided your community with Preliminary and Revised Preliminary
copies, respectively, of the revised Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) and Flood Insurance Study (FIS)
report for Dukes County, Massachusetts (All Jurisdictions). FEMA has posted digital copies of these
revised FIRM and FIS report materials to the following Website:
http://www.fema.gov/preliminaryfloodhazarddata. The Preliminary and Revised Preliminary FIRM and
FIS report include proposed flood hazard information for certain locations in the Town of Chilmark,
Dukes County, Massachusetts. The proposed flood hazard information may include addition or
modification of Special Flood Hazard Areas, the areas that would be inundated by the base
(1-percent-annual-chance) flood; base flood elevations or depths; zone designations; or

regulatory floodways.

We have published a notice of the proposed flood hazard determinations in the Federal Register and will
publish a public notification concerning the appeal process (explained below) in the Vineyard Gazette on
or about August 28, 2015, and September 4, 2015. We will also publish a separate notice of the flood
hazard determinations on the “Flood Hazard Determinations on the Web” portion of the FEMA Website
(www.fema.gov/plan/prevent/fhm/bfe). We have enclosed copies of the notice published in the Federal
Register and the newspaper notice for your information.

These proposed flood hazard determinations, if finalized, will become the basis for the floodplain
management measures that your community must adopt or show evidence of having in effect to qualify or
remain qualified for participation in the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP). However, before any
new or modified flood hazard information is effective for floodplain management purposes, FEMA will
provide community officials and citizens an opportunity to appeal the proposed flood hazard information
presented on the preliminary revised FIRM and FIS report posted to the above-referenced Website.

Section 110 of the Flood Disaster Protection Act of 1973 (Public Law 93-234) is intended to ensure an
equitable balancing of all interests involved in the setting of flood hazard determinations. The legislation
provides for an explicit process of notification and appeals for your community and for private persons
prior to this office making the flood hazard determinations final. The appeal procedure is outlined below




for your information and in the enclosed document titled Criteria for Appeals of Flood Insurance
Rate Maps.

During the 90-day appeal period following the second publication of the public notification in the above-
named newspaper, any owner or lessee of real property in your community who believes his or her
property rights will be adversely affected by the proposed flood hazard determinations may appeal to you,
or to an agency that you publicly designate. It is important to note, however, that the sole basis for such
appeals is the possession of knowledge or information indicating that the proposed flood hazard
determinations are scientifically or technically incorrect. The appeal data must be submitted to FEMA
during the 90-day appeal period. Only appeals of the proposed flood hazard determinations supported by
scientific or technical data can be considered before FEMA makes its final flood hazard determination at
the end of the 90-day appeal period. Note that the 90-day appeal period is statutory and cannot be
extended. However, FEMA also will consider comments and inquiries regarding data other than the
proposed flood hazard determinations (e.g., incorrect street names, typographical errors, omissions) that
are submitted during the appeal period, and will incorporate any appropriate changes to the revised FIRM
and FIS report before they become effective.

If your community cannot submit scientific or technical data before the end of the 90-day appeal period,
you may nevertheless submit data at any time. If warranted, FEMA will revise the FIRM and FIS report
after the effective date. This means that the revised FIRM would be issued with the flood hazard
information presently indicated, and flood insurance purchase requirements would be enforced
accordingly, until such time as a revision could be made.

Any interested party who wishes to appeal should present the data that tend to negate or contradict our
findings to you, or to an agency that you publicly delegate, in such form as you may specify. We ask that
you review and consolidate any appeal data you may receive and issue a written opinion stating whether
the evidence provided is sufficient to justify an official appeal by your community in its own name or on
behalf of the interested parties. Whether or not your community decides to appeal, you must send copies
of individual appeals and supporting data, if any, to:

Tom Tufts
Strategic Alliance for Risk Reduction (STARR)
5565 Centerview Drive, Suite 107
Raleigh, North Carolina 27606
T.Tufts@starr-team.com

If we do not receive an appeal or other formal comment from your community in its own name within

90 days of the second date of public notification, we will consolidate and review on their own merits such
appeal data and comments from individuals that you may forward to us, and we will make such
modifications to the proposed flood hazard information presented on the revised FIRM and in the revised
FIS report as may be appropriate. If your community decides to appeal in its own name, all individuals'
appeal data must be consolidated into one appeal by you, because, in this event, we are required to deal
only with the local government as representative of all local interests. We will send our final decision in
writing to you, and we will send copies to the community floodplain administrator, each individual
appellant, and the State NFIP Coordinator.

All appeal submittals will be resolved by consultation with officials of the local government involved, by
an administrative hearing, or by submission of the conflicting data to an independent scientific body or
appropriate Federal agency for advice. Use of a Scientific Resolution Panel (SRP) is also available to




your community in support of the appeal resolution process when conflicting scientific or technical data
are submitted during the appeal period. SRPs are independent panels of experts in hydrology, hydraulics,
and other pertinent sciences established to review conflicting scientific and technical data and provide
recommendations for resolution. An SRP is an option after FEMA and community officials have been
engaged in a collaborative consultation process for at least 60 days without a mutually acceptable
resolution of an appeal. Please refer to the enclosed “Scientific Resolution Panels” fact sheet for
additional information on this resource available to your community.

FEMA will make the reports and other information used in making the final determination available for
public inspection.

The decision by your community to appeal, or a copy of its decision not to appeal, should be filed with
this office no later than 90 days following the second publication of the flood hazard determination notice
in the above-named newspaper. Your community may find it appropriate to call further attention to the
proposed flood hazard determinations and to the appeal procedure by using a press release or other

public notice.

If warranted by substantive changes, during the appeal period we will send you Revised Preliminary
copies of the revised FIRM and FIS report. At the end of the 90-day appeal period and following the
resolution of any appeals and comments, we will send you a Letter of Final Determination, which will
finalize the flood hazard information presented on the revised FIRM and FIS report and will establish an
effective date.

Your community can and should apply to participate in the NFIP, regardless of whether your community
intends to appeal the proposed flood hazard determinations. Participation in the NFIP makes flood
insurance available to residents at federally subsidized rates, thereby providing valuable financial
protection against potential flood losses. Participation in the NFIP provides additional protection because
it leads to local enactment of a sound floodplain management program that will ensure safe construction
standards in the Special Flood Hazard Areas. The enclosed pamphlets, titled Joining the National Flood
Insurance Program and Answers to Questions About the NFIP, explain the effects of non-participation in
the NFIP for communities in which FEMA has identified Special Flood Hazard Areas for more than 1
year.

If you have any questions regarding participation in the NFIP, we encourage you to contact the Mitigation
Division Director, FEMA Region I, in Boston, Massachusetts, either by telephone to (617) 956-7506 or in
writing to 99 High Street, Sixth Floor, Boston, Massachusetts 02110.

Sincerely,

Luis Rodriguez, P.E., Chief
Engineering Management Branch
Federal Insurance and Mitigation Administration




List of Enclosures:

ccC:

Newspaper Notice

Proposed Flood Hazard Determinations Federal Register Notice
Criteria for Appeals of Flood Insurance Rate Maps

“Scientific Resolution Panels” Fact Sheet

Joining the National Flood Insurance Program

Answers to Questions About the NFIP

Community Map Repository

Tim Carroll, Executive Secretary, Board of Selectmen and Director, Emergency Management,
Town of Chilmark

Jennifer L. Christy, Town Clerk, Town of Chilmark

Rick Osnoss, Chairperson, Planning Board, Town of Chilmark

Brian Cioffi, Chief, Police Department, Town of Chilmark

Leonard Jason, Jr., Building Inspector, Town of Chilmark

David Norton, Chief, Fire Department, Town of Chilmark

Sandy Broyard, Chairperson, Conservation Commission, Town of Chilmark

Dennis Jason, Harbormaster, Town of Chilmark

Eric Carlson, Acting State NFIP Coordinator, Massachusetts Department of Conservation and
Recreation, Flood Hazard Management Program

Marilyn Hilliard, Chief, Risk Analysis Branch, Mitigation Division, FEMA Region I

Kerry Bogdan, Senior Engineer, FEMA Region I

Alex Sirotek, Regional Service Center, STARR Region I

Tom Tufts, Project Manager, STARR




DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY
FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY

Proposed Flood Hazard Determinations for Dukes County, Massachusetts (All
Jurisdictions)

The Department of Homeland Security’s Federal Emergency Management Agency has issued a
revised preliminary Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM), and where applicable, Flood Insurance
Study (FIS) report, reflecting proposed flood hazard determinations within Dukes County,
Massachusetts (All Jurisdictions). These flood hazard determinations may include the addition
or modification of Base Flood Elevations, base flood depths, Special Flood Hazard Area
boundaries or zone designations, or the regulatory floodway. Technical information or
comments are solicited on the proposed flood hazard determinations shown on the revised
preliminary FIRM and/or FIS report for Dukes County, Massachusetts (All Jurisdictions). These
flood hazard determinations are the basis for the floodplain management measures that your
community is required to either adopt or show evidence of being already in effect in order to
qualify or remain qualified for participation in the National Flood Insurance Program. However,
before these determinations are effective for floodplain management purposes, you will be
provided an opportunity to appeal the proposed information. For information on the statutory
90-day period provided for appeals, as well as a complete listing of the communities affected and
the locations where copies of the FIRM are available for review, please visit FEMA’s website at
www.fema.gov/plan/prevent/fhm/bfe, or call the FEMA Map Information eXchange (FMIX) toll
free at 1-877-FEMA MAP (1-877-336-2627).
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Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) has provided to the affected
communities. The FIRM and FIS report
are the basis of the floodplain
management measures that the
community is required either to adopt
or to show evidence of having in effect
in order to qualify or remain qualified
for participation in the National Flood
Insurance Program (NFIP). In addition,
the FIRM and FIS report, once effective,
will be used by insurance agents and
others to calculate appropriate flood
insurance premium rates for new
buildings and the contents of those
buildings.
DATES: Col
on or befol
ADDRESSES: 111e rrciuuinaly rimvi, and
where applicable, the FIS report for
each community are available for
inspection at both the online location
and the respective Community Map
Repository address listed in the tables
below. Additionally, the current
effective FIRM and FIS report for each
community are accessible online
through the FEMA Map Service Center
at www.msc.fema.gov for comparison.
Vo maw evthmit rammonte identified

o » Luis
b o 6o
Management Branch, Federal Insurance
and Mitigation Administration, FEMA,
500 C Street SW., Washington, DC

“ted

run runinen mrunma o o auT: Luis
Rodriguez, Chief, Engineering
Management Branch, Federal Insurance
and Mitigation Administration, FEMA,
500 C Street SW., Washington, DC
20472, (202) 646—4064, or (email)
Luis.Rodriguez3@fema.dhs.gov; or visit

the FEMA Map Information eXchange
(FMIX) online at
www.floodmaps.fema.gov/fhm/fmx_
main.html.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: FEMA
proposes to make flood hazard
determinations for each community
listed below, in accordance with section
110 of the Flood Disaster Protection Act
of 1973, 42 U.S.C. 4104, and 44 CFR
67.4(a).

These proposed flood hazard
determinations, together with the
floodplain management criteria required
by 44 CFR 60.3, are the minimum that
are required. They should not be
construed to mean that the community
must change any existing ordinances
that are more stringent in their
floodplain management requirements.
The community may at any time enact
stricter requirements of its own or
pursuant to policies established by other
Federal, State, or regional entities.
These flood hazard determinations are
used to meet the floodplain
management requirements of the NFIP
and also are used to calculate the
appropriate flood insurance premium
rates for new buildings built after the
FIRM and FIS report become effective.

The communities affected by the
flood hazard determinations are
provided in the tables below. Any
request for reconsideration of the
revised flood hazard information shown
on the Preliminary FIRM and FIS report

that satisfies the data requirements
Antlinad in 24 CFR A7 Alh) ic rancidarad

LOWER SUWANNEE WATERSHED

Use of a Scientific Resolution Panel
(SRP) is available to communities in
support of the appeal resolution
process. SRPs are independent panels of
experts in hydrology, hydraulics, and
other pertinent sciences established to
review conflicting scientific and
technical data and provide
recommendations for resolution. Use of
the SRP only may be exercised after
FEMA and local communities have been
engaged in a collaborative consultation
process for at least 60 days without a
mutually acceptable resolution of an
appeal. Additional information
regarding the SRP process can be found
online at http://floodsrp.org/pdfs/srp_
fact_sheet.pdf.

The watersheds and/or communities
affected are listed in the tables below.
The Preliminary FIRM, and where
applicable, FIS report for each
community are available for inspection
at both the online location and the
respective Community Map Repository
address listed in the tables. For
communities with multiple ongoing
Preliminary studies, the studies can be
identified by the unique project number
and Preliminary FIRM date listed in the
tables. Additionally, the current
effective FIRM and FIS report for each
community are accessible online
through the FEMA Map Service Center
at www.msc.fema.gov for comparison.
(Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance No.
97.022, “Flood Insurance.”)

Dated: July 24, 2015.
Roy E. Wright,
Deputy Associate Administrator for Insurance
and Mitigation, Department of Homeland
Security, Federal Emergency Management
Agency.

1. Watershed-based studies:

Community

Community map repository address

Maps Available for Inspection Online at: hitp://www_fema.gov/preliminaryfloodhazarddata

Gilchrist County, Florida, and Incorporated Areas

City of Trenton
Town of Fanning Springs
Unincor; e

Gilchrist County .........

Trenton, FL 32690.

City Hall, 114 North Main Street, Trenton, FL 32690.
City Hall, 17651 NW 90th Court, Fanning Springs, FL 32693.
Gilchrist County Building and Zoning Department, 209 SE First Street,

Levy County, Florida, and Incorporated Areas

Unincorporal  Areas of | evy County

32621.

Levy County Building Department, 9010 NE 78th Avenue, Bronson, FL

Madison Countv. Florida, and Incorporated Areas

Madiso

I, FL 32340.

Madison County Building Department, 229 S.W. Pickney Street, Madi-
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LOWER SUWANNEE WATERSHED—Continued

Community

Community map repository address

Suwannee County, Florida, and Incorporated Areas

Unincorporated Areas of Suwannee County

County Coordinator’s Office, Suwannee County Courthouse, 200 South
Ohio/MLK Jr. Avenue, Live Oak, FL 32064.

TuG FORK WATERSHED

Community

Community map repository address

Maps Available for Inspection Online at: hitp://www.fema.gov/preliminaryfloodhazarddata

Wayne County, West Virgini

a, and Incorporated Areas

City of Kenova
Town of Ceredo ...
Town of Fort Gay

Unincorporated Areas of
Wayne County

Municipal Building, 1501 Pine Street, Kenova, WV 25530.
Town Hall, 700 B Street, Ceredo, WV 25507.

Town Hall, 3407 Wayne Street, Fort Gay, WV 25514.

County Courthouse, 700 Hendricks Street, Wayne, WV 25570.

WHEELER LAKE WATERSHED

Community

Community map repository address

Maps Available for Inspection Online at: hitp:

/iwww.fema.gov/preliminaryfloodhazarddata

Franklin County, Tennessee, and Incorporated Areas

Unincorporated Areas of Franklin County

Franklin County Planning and Zoning Office, Courthouse Basement,
Room Five, One South Jefferson Street, Winchester, TN 37398.

Lawrence County, Tennessee, and Incorporated Areas

Unincorporated Areas of Lawrence County

Lawrence County Building Official's Office, County Courthouse, 240
West Gaines Street, Lawrenceburg, TN 38464.

Lincoln County, Tennessee, and Iincorporated Areas

Unincorporated Areas of Lincoln County

Lincoln County Courthouse, 312 West Market Street, Fayettevilie, TN
37334,

II. Non-watershed-based studies:

Community

Community map repository address

Marion County, Florida, and Incorporated Areas

Maps Available for Inspection Online at: hitp

:/lwww.fema.gov/preliminaryfloodhazarddata

Project: 15-04-2839S Preliminary Date: March 31, 2015

City of Ocala

Unincorporated Areas of Marion County

Department of Public Works, 1805 Northeast 30th Avenue, Ocala, FL
34470.

Marion County Growth Services, 2710 East Silver Springs Boulevard,
Ocala, FL 34470.

Athens-Clarke Countv. Georaia (All Jurisdictions)

Maps Available for Inspection Online at: hitp:/www.fema.gov/preliminaryfloodhazarddata

Project: 14-04-A055S Preliminary Date: February 13, 2015

Athens-Clarke County

120 West Dougherty Street, Athens, GA 30601.




Federal Register/Vol. 80, No. 160/ Wednesday, August 19, 2015/ Notices 50309

Community Community map repository address

DeKalb County, Georgia, and Incorporated Areas

Maps Available for Inspection Online at: http://www.fema.gov/preliminaryfloodhazarddata

Project: 12-04-7371S Preliminary Date: January 2, 2015

City Of LIthONIa ........ooiiiriciieciie et City Hall, 6920 Main Street, Lithonia, GA 30058.
City of Stone Mountain .... | City Hall, 875 Main Street, Stone Mountain, GA 30083.
Unincorporated Areas of DeKalb County .........c.ccocoovnniiiiiiiinincccie DeKalb County Public Works, Roads and Drainage Division, 727 Camp

Road, Decatur, GA 30032.

Rockdale County, Georgia, and Incorporated Areas

Maps Available for Inspection Online at: http://www.fema.gov/preliminaryfloodhazarddata

Project: 12-04-7371S Preliminary Date: January 2, 2015

City Of CONYETS ..ottt Planning and Inspection Services, 1174 Scott Street, Conyers, GA
30012,
Unincorporated Areas of Rockdale County ............c.coeceieieniicieccnnnnne Rockdale County Administration and Services Building, 958 Milstead

Avenue, Conyers, GA 30012,

Walton County, Georgia, and Incorporated Areas

Maps Available for Inspection Online at: hitp://www.fema.gov/preliminaryfloodhazarddata

Project: 12-04-7371S Preliminary Date: January 2, 2015

City of LOGanVille ......ccooiiiei it Planning and Development Office, 4385 Pecan Street, Loganville, GA
30052.

City Of MOMIOE ...ttt City Hall, 215 North Broad Street, Monroe, GA 30655.

City of Social Circle .........ccocoiiiiiiiii e City Hall, 138 East Hightower Trail, Social Circle, GA 30025.

City of Walnut Grove .............ccccoiiiiiiiiii e Walnut Grove City Hall, 2581 Leone Avenue, Loganville, GA 30052.

Town Of BEIWEEN .......ccoeviiiiiiiiini et Between Town Hall, 2150 New Hope Church Road Southwest, Mon-
roe, GA 30655.

Unincorporated Areas of Walton County ............cccocoecnmninciiniciiincs Walton County Planning and Development Office, 303 South Ham-
mond Drive, Monroe, GA 30655.

Washington County, Maryland, and Incorporated Areas

Maps Available for Inspection Online at: http://www.fema.gov/preliminaryfloodhazarddata

Project: 14-03-3545S Preliminary Date: March 31, 2015

City of HAgerstown ... e City Hall, One East Franklin Street, Hagerstown, MD 21740.
Town of Boonsboro ... . | Town Hall, 21 North Main Street, Boonsboro, MD 21713.

Town of Clear Spring Town Hall, 146 Cumberland Street, Clear Spring, MD 21722.

Town of Funkstown ... .... | Town Hall, 30 East Baltimore Street, Funkstown, MD 21734.

TOWN Of HANCOCK ...oovviieciicce e ettt e et Town Hall, 126 West High Street, Hancock, MD 21750.

Town of Keedysville Town Hall, 19 South Main Street, Keedysville, MD 21756.

Town of Sharpsburg .. Town Hall, 106 East Main Street, Sharpsburg, MD 21782.

Town of Smithsburg Town Hall, 21 West Water Street, Smithsburg, MD 21783.

Town of WIllIamSport ..........cocooieeiiiiiiicenecn e Town Hall, Two North Conococheague Street, Williamsport, MD 21795.
Unincorporated Areas of Washington County ............cccceeiiiiccnnriincnnne Washington County Administrative Annex, 80 West Baltimore Street,
Hagerstown, MD 21740.

Mape Availahla tar Inenaction Online at: http:/www.Tema.gov/preliminaryfloodhazarddata

Preliminary Dates: June 3, 2013 and April 27, 2015

Town of Gosnold .... Gosnold Town Hall, 28 Tower Hill Road, Cuttyhunk Island, MA 02713.
Town of Oak Bluffs . ..... | Town Hall, 56 School Street, Oak Bluffs, MA 02557.

Town of Tisbury ......... Tisbury Town Hall, 51 Spring Street, Vineyard Haven, MA 02568.
Town of West TisbDUry ... e Town Hall, 105¢  ate Road, West Tisburv, MA 02575.







Joining the National Flood Insurance

Program

The National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) was established with the passage of the National

Flood Insurance Act of 1968. The NFIP is a Federal program enabling property owners in par-

ticipating communities to purchase insurance as a protection against flood losses in exchange for

State and community floodplain management regulations that reduce future flood damages. Over

20,000 communities participate in the Program.

The decision on whether to join the NFIP is very important
for a community. There is no Federal law that requires a
community to join the Program and community participation
is voluntary. A benefit of participation is that your citizens
are provided the opportunity to purchase flood insurance to
protect themselves from flood losses. Another consideration
is that a community that has been identified by the
Department of Homeland Security’s Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA) as being flood-prone and has
not joined the NFIP within one year of being notified of
being mapped as flood-prone will be sanctioned. This
means that Federal agencies cannot provide financial
assistance for buildings in flood hazards areas.

FEMA is required by law to identify and map the Nation'’s
flood-prone areas. The identification of flood hazards serves
many important purposes. Identifying flood hazards creates
an awareness of the hazard, especially for those who live
and work in flood-prone areas. Maps provide States and
communities with the information needed for land use
planning and to reduce flood risk to floodplain
development and implement other health and safety
requirements through codes and regulations. States and
communities can also use the information for emergency
management.

a community must adopt and
entorce Hoodplain management regulations that meet or
exceed the minimum requirements of the Program. These
requirements are intended to prevent loss of life and property
and reduce taxpayer costs for disaster relief, as well as
minimize economic and social hardships that result from
flooding.

When FEMA provides a community with a flood hazard
map, the community should carefully review these maps
and determine whether flood insurance and floodplain
management would benefit the community and its citizens.

In making the decision whether to join the NFIP,
communities need to keep in mind that homeowners’
insurance policies generally do not cover flood losses, and
many homeowners and other property owners are often
unaware that their property is flood-prone. Even if your
community has not been identified as flood-prone by
FEMA, your community can still join the NFIP. By
participating in the NFIP, property owners throughout the
community will be able to purchase flood insurance.

Communities that have been identified as flood-prone by
FEMA need to keep in mind that property owners in a non-
participating community are ineligible for most forms of
disaster assistance within the identified flood hazard areas.
This does not affect communities that have not had flood
hazards identified by FEMA.

To join the Program, the community must submit an
application package that includes the following information:

This one-page torm asks tor the following inrormation:
* Community name
* Chief Executive Officer
* Person responsible for administering the community’s
floodplain management program
» Community repository for public inspection of flood
maps
* Estimates of land area, population, and number of
structures in and outside the floodplain
The community must adopt a
resolution of intent, which indicates an explicit desire
to participate in the NFIP "¢ to recognize
flood hazards and carry out the
objectives of the Program.









