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Ron Rappaport (N

Sent:  Thursday, November 01, 2012 3:59 PM

To: '‘Pam Bunker'

Subject: FW: Assessments of various interests in land
Pam. Please call me about this tomorrow. Ron

Ronald H. Rappaport

Reynolds, Rappaport, Kaplan & Hackney, LLC
106 Cooke Street

P.O.Box 2540

Edgartown, MA 02539

ax. -3088
Confidentiality Statement: This message is transmitted to you by the law firm of Reynolds, Rappaport, Kaplan & Hackney, LLC. The
substance of this message, along with any attachments, may be confidential and legally privileged. If you are not the designated recipient of

this message, please destroy it and notify the sender of the error by return e-mail or by calling 508-627-3711.

From: Colleary, Kathleen

Sent: Thursday, November 01, 2012 3:54 PM
To:*

Subject: Assessments of various interests in land

Ron,

See the following from Section 8.3.1 of Chapter 1 of our Assessors’ Course Handbook.
http://www.mass.gov/dor/docs/dis/publ/101handbook/chapter1.pdf .

8.3.1 Single Unit

All interests in real estate are assessed as a single unit to the fee owner of the land.73 Land
and buildings are not separately assessed even if owned by different persons.74 Separate
assessments are not made to those parties having other interests in the real estate either,
such as a lease,7s mineral, power7s or other rights.

73 Donovan v. Haverhill, 247 Mass. 69 (1923).

74 Newton Building Co. v. Commissioner of Corporations and Taxation, 285 Mass. 471 (1934); McGee v.
City of Salem, 149 Mass. 238 (1889).

75 Paine v. Board of Assessors of Weston, 297 Mass. 173 (1937); Donovan v. Haverhill, 247 Mass. 69
(1923).

76 Crocker-McElwain Co. v. Assessors of Holyoke, 296 Mass. 338 (1937).

Kathleen

Kathleen Colleary, Chief

Bureau of Municipal Finance Law
Division of Local Services
Massachusetts Department of Revenue

This e-mail response is intended to provide general information about the application of
municipal tax and finance laws and Department of Revenue policies and procedures. Itis not a
public written statement, as defined in 830 CMR 62C.3.1, and does not state the official position
of the Department on the interpretation of the laws pertaining to local taxes and finance. It
should be considered informational only.
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