Homeport Committee Minutes

September 19, 2005

Town Hall

7:00 p.m.

Present:   Linda Coutinho, Lenny Jason, Paul H. Mayhew, Rich Osnoss.

                Public: Rafe Teller, Brien Hefler (Gazette)

                Introduction only: J.B. Riggs Parker, Rusty Walton

     J.B. Riggs Parker, who announced that appointee Doug Sederholm would not be present as he had a prior commitment, opened the meeting at 7:10 p.m. 

Rusty Walton said that Warren Doty had gone to the last M.V. Land Bank meeting to learn if they had interest in acquiring shoreline access via the Homeport properties.

     Mr. Parker explained the required tasks of the Committee, adding that the Committee had creative freedom in examining the potential of the property, including such concepts as a DCPC and a Historic District. The agenda was as follows:

1. Appoint a Chairman,

2. Determine meeting dates for itself,

3. Begin the process of considering the possible uses for the Homeport if the property is acquired by the Town, the pros and cons of such acquisition, and the pros and cons of not acquiring the property,

4. Develop a method of receiving suggestions on these issues from the public, and

5. Develop a format and method of distribution for the work product of the Committee so that the Townspeople will be able to consider these matters with the benefit of the Committee’s insights well before the Town Meeting at which a vote will be taken.

     Doug Sederholm was nominated and unanimously appointed chairman.  The meeting time will be Tuesdays, 7:00 p.m. at Town Hall.

     A letter from Robert H. Carlson to the Board of Selectmen, dated 9/16/05 with an accompanying access agreement document was acknowledged.

Other distributed documents included maps, Town of Chilmark -Land Acquisition Bonds, Debt Service, Tax and Valuation sheets. 

Initially questioned was the current tax on the property. Mr. Jason defined the cost at $1.85 per $1000 to be $ 5,034.22 plus CPA cost of $ 134.38, totaling $ 5,168.60.  It was mentioned that the amount was lower than expected. This reflects properties, which may only be part of the whole.

     Next there was discussion as to exactly which properties or parcels are for sale. Lots 84, 85 and 86, with a smaller, trapezoidal parcel 83, separated from the other lots by lot 231, owned by Everett Poole, seemed to be included as possibilities. It was decided to seek clarification of the lots and right of ways, if any, to be included in sale.

    Initial pros and cons of purchase were brought up. The Committee discussed several reasons for the Town to purchase the properties. Mr. Mayhew spoke of missed opportunities to obtain the

property in the past, particularly in the late 1960’s. Other reasons included:

    * Vast capacity of a septic system designed and constructed for heavy usage.

    * Ongoing need for additional public toilets.

    * Upstairs housing, affordable or otherwise.

    * Approved Commercial Kitchen, a valuable, marketable usage.

    * Usage as a meeting place; elderly and/or multi-purpose.

    * The value in having an access ramp to Menemsha Pond.

    * Funds can be generated from boat storage during the winter.  

     Linda Coutinho summed up some reasons she has heard against purchasing the properties:

· Effect on the tax rate. Loss of income and tax rate rises.

· 3.5 million dollars for what?

· The Town is not in the real estate business.

· There is no reason for the Town to provide another parking lot for businesses in Menemsha.

     Other questions and comments:

If a person or entity other than the Town purchases the property what structure(s)/ usage(s) are permitted?

The restaurant equipment is included. What is in the outbuildings? 

What is the number of parking spaces?

     It was decided that a mailing would go out to all residents for input on the subject. Paul Mayhew suggested a map be included for clarity. The question to be asked is: Should the Town buy or not buy the properties? Why? Concerns either way? Taxes currently paid.

     The Committee also decided to make an attempt to post minutes and other information regarding this issue for the public to view on the Town website. There is a bulletin board on the website to post information. Lenny Jason said he would try to find out how the Committee might solicit e-mails via the site by speaking with Chuck, Tim, Annette and Meg.

     A Committee member will check with Meg regarding the next Town Meeting… the possibility of having sign-up sheets at voter’s tables for those that would like to be contacted via e-mail with information and /or questions. Also, the process of asking Everett Poole, the Moderator, must be addressed to point out that there has been a newly established standing committee on the subject and that a member will stand up and comment on the status of our discussions and the need for input from townspeople.

     The possibility of putting out simple suggestion boxes at Town Hall, Library and Menemsha gas station was also considered as a possible public input route.

     Meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m.

These minutes respectfully submitted by Richard Osnoss. 

Approved unanimously on September 27, 2005

