
ARTICLE 1.  

A New Process for the Middle Line Road Housing Development 
 

In June, 2005, the Chilmark Town Meeting approved a concept plan for developing twelve units (six 

rental and six home ownership) of affordable housing on town owned land on Middle Line Road.  The Board of 

Selectmen issued a Request for Proposals (RFP) from developers to design and construct this housing 

development.  The RFP was issued in December, 2005, and the town received one response.  That response was 

from a local non-profit group, Island Housing Trust.  After much discussion and study of legal and financial 

questions the Board of Selectmen decided to not accept the proposal. 

 
In May, 2006 the selectmen appointed a sub committee to pursue permitting and design procedures 

for the Middle Line Road project.  The committee (Warren Doty, Andy Goldman, and Lenny Jason) appeared 

before five different boards to review proper procedures for developing this affordable housing.  The meetings 

were with the Board of Health, Planning Board, Conservation Commission, Zoning Board of Appeals, and the 

Martha’s Vineyard Commission.  The sub-committee also met several times with Town Counsel.  The 

committee now has defined a specific process for proceeding with the Middle Line project and that is what is 

detailed in Article 1 of this September’s Special Town Meeting. 

 
If Article 1 is approved the Town would move to subdivide the Middle Line Road parcel into seven 

lots.  Six would be resident homesites and the seventh lot would be a large one that would contain all the six 

rental units and the open space, with rental units integrated among resident homesites.  The Town would file for 

the subdivision and meet all of the usual requirements for subdivision under Chilmark’s zoning bylaws.  The 

Town would keep ownership of all the land and then lease out the parcels for long terms to resident 

homeowners and to a rental developer. The resident homesite owners would be selected by lottery and would 

bear the cost of their own homes, which could be designed by the town.   The rental developer would be chosen 

pursuant to a Request For Proposals.  This would guarantee permanent affordability of all housing because the 

Town would keep ownership and control of all the land. 

 
After subdivision the Town would move ahead with the project as detailed in Article 1.  The Town 

Meeting has already awarded a large sum of money for planning and designing the Middle Line Project.  We 

have a balance of over $191,000 on hand from this earlier appropriation.  This will cover most of our costs for 

steps one through four as defined in Article 1.  When additional monies are needed for this project, we will 

return to Town Meeting for an appropriation and for approval of the rental unit design.  We will need to provide 

some monies to subsidize the construction of the rental units. 

 
   The Board of Selectmen has worked hard and diligently to pursue this defined process for the 

Middle Line Road Project.  We believe it will result in a quality housing development that will be a permanent 

and lasting benefit to the Town. 
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