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Chilmark Planning Board

________________
To the Honorable Board of Selectmen
and Residents of the Town of Chilmark:

The Planning Board began 2014 with discussions regarding the proposed plans for the Town beach at Squibnocket and access for residents of the Squibnocket Farms area. The Board considered how the Town’s zoning bylaws may impact the plans. Although discussion led to consideration of important elements of the zoning bylaws, the Town voted in April 2014 to establish a separate Town Committee on Squibnocket to review all options for the Town. The Planning Board will return to their consideration of zoning bylaw amendments as required by the Town Committee on Squibnocket’s recommendations in 2015. 
In May of 2014, the Board was presented with a draft amendment to the zoning bylaws that would allow Accessory Apartments in town. Housing Committee member, Jessica Roddy, presented the draft amendment to the Board and worked with the Board’s subcommittee to bring the zoning bylaw amendment to a public hearing held on December 8, 2014. The Accessory Apartment Zoning Bylaw amendment will come before the Town’s voters at the April 27, 2015 Annual Town Meeting. A public forum regarding the Accessory Apartment zoning bylaw amendment will occur in March 2015. 

Later in 2014, the Board began consideration of a zoning bylaw amendment that may positively impact the Town’s oldest structures. Townsperson, Pamela S. Goff spearheaded the discussion and is currently working with the Board’s subcommittee to craft a bylaw amendment to be brought before the Town in the future year. 

The Board participated in discussions regarding the island’s Healthy Aging Initiative, the upcoming Biennial Review of the Residential Building Size zoning bylaw, beach lot divisions and a zoning bylaw amendment regarding pools. The Board also invited a Tisbury Planning Board member to a regular meeting to hear of the organization of All Island Planning Board meetings. The first All Island Planning Board meeting was held in January 2015.


 Pertaining to subdivisions in 2014, the Planning Board heard seven (7) Approval Not Required (ANR) plans; Six (6) plans were endorsed and the Planning Board took no action on one (1) plan. The Planning Board reviewed zero (0) Form C Subdivision plans.  


The Board oversees two subcommittees: the Trails and Byways Committee and the Squibnocket Pond District Advisory Committee. 

The Trails and Byways committee is co-chaired by Jim Feiner and Todd Christy. Any private landowner who would like to discuss a trail placement on his/her property or who has an interest in being a member of the committee is encouraged to contact the Planning Board.
The Squibnocket Pond District Advisory Committee, chaired by Wendy Weldon, serves as an advisory committee to The Chilmark Planning Board. In monitoring Squibnocket Pond and its watershed, the Committee is concerned with the nitrogen levels, the increased growth of invasive species, the water quality and the water usage in the overlay district.  Preserving the spawning grounds for the herring and other alewives as well as preserving the habitat for the oyster population are ongoing focuses of this committee. 

Board member, Andrew Fischer resigned from the Board in late 2014.  The Planning Board wishes to thank Andrew Fischer for his four years of service, since 2012, as a member of the Planning Board


Everyone is welcome to attend the Planning Board's meetings, which are held on the second and fourth Monday of the month at 4:30 p.m. in the Selectmen's Meeting Room.  If you are unable to attend, please visit the town website at www.chilmarkma.gov for the latest meeting minutes and calendar of events.
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