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Dear Dr. Weiss:

With the beginning of the New Year, we, at Martha’s Vineyard Regional High School, would like to take the time to reflect on all of the great things that have been accomplished at our school since last year. We are extremely proud of all we have done, but we are also very thankful for the support of the parents, community, and the staff that make so many of our young people’s dreams come true each and every day.

The mathematics department is working conjunctively with other major disciplines to implement the freshman academy beginning with the class of 2016. The academy targets the training and collaboration of specific teachers to work together cross-curriculum to improve student achievement and assist with a freshman's transition to high school. In conjunction with this program, the department purchased electronic textbooks (ebooks) for each freshman, enabling them to access their books, assignments, and instructional support from anywhere. The department's belief is that these ebooks will prove to be a most beneficial way to improve student achievement. In addition, because of the lower initial cost of an ebook license compared to the hard copy cost of a book, and without deterioration or loss of an ebook, we feel this to be a fiscally responsible course to take. We would like to subsequently continue the conversion to ebooks for sophomores and juniors.
In April, language students experienced language and culture firsthand on trips to Quebec City and Spain. The students toured historical sites, enjoyed local cuisine, and put their language skills to the test! Later, in the spring, the excitement continued with the successful celebration of our annual World Language Night that showcased student work and provided students with an opportunity to share their work with the community. This year we welcome two Spanish teachers to the department: Jessica Bertucci, who joined us in January of last year and has returned as a full time teacher; and Lisa Bonneau, who is very excited about her work with Spanish I students.

In English, thirty of our current seniors who took the Advanced Placement English Language and Composition exam in May achieved scores that were the best ever on the AP English Language and Composition exam since the AP program started at our school 25 years ago. The College Board reports scores on a 5-point scale, with 5 being the highest possible score a student may receive on the exam. Incredibly, 40 % of our students earned a score of 5. Another 40 % earned a score of 4. To put these numbers into a perspective--globally only 10.9 % of students earned a 5; and only 20.2 % earned a 4. Thus, while 80 % of our students earned a 4 or 5--only 30.1 % did so globally. 

The English department faculty also helped students achieve at a very high level on the 2012 MCAS English exam. The students earned a 97 % proficient or advanced passing rate on the exam.

For the third time in six years, the New England Scholastic Press Association (NESPA) awarded its highest honor, the All-New England Award for Excellence in Scholastic Journalism, to the Martha's Vineyard Regional High School's student newspaper, the High School View, and the talented students who create it. The newspaper also received the Highest Achievement Award in Scholastic Editing and Publishing, a state level accolade. The honors acknowledged the excellence of the entire collection of newspapers published during the 2011-2012 school year and all of the student journalists who produced them. In addition to these two awards, three students received individual Special Achievement Awards for excellence in scholastic journalism. Four of our students had their writing selected for several major accolades by The Boston Globe Scholastic Writing Awards program. This is quite an accomplishment and honor considering how few pieces are actually selected for awards. Lastly, the High School will be losing the services of retiring English teacher Keith Dodge, who will conclude his teaching career at the end of this school year. Mr. Dodge has served as both teacher and department chair with distinction, enthusiasm, and kindness. His students frequently acknowledge his inspiring style and gentle spirit. He will be deeply missed by the entire school community.
The science department finished off the 2012 school year with a fabulous Science Fair in February. We were able to offer two new electives, Forensics, and Anatomy and Physiology, which were well received by the students. This summer we sent our physics teacher, Dana Munn, to Advanced Placement (AP) Academy in St. Johnsbury to work on the latest requirements for the AP test, while Elliott Bennett, the department chair, spent time in Fort Collins, Co, being trained as to how best to teach the new AP biology curriculum. This fall, she was a presenter on this topic at this year’s National Association of Biology teachers. Debra Swanson finished her Masters in Geosciences. We hired a new chemistry teacher, Dr. Timothy Thibodeau, and an alternative education science teacher, Anna Cotton, who has been working closely with our department to allow for seamless transition to the Alternative Education Program. Julie Schmidt won the Massachusetts Environmental Educator of the Year award, granted by the Massachusetts Audubon Society. Natalie Munn, one of our chemistry teachers, created an engineering challenge, which has been very popular with the students and is a collaborative effort with the math department to offer our students informal ways to learn about the interface of math and science. The department as a whole has been working to inventory and update equipment and align our curriculum to the districts power standards, as well as increasing our vertical alignment of Scientific Inquiry throughout the subjects we offer.

Ten art students brought home the gold from The Boston Globe Scholastic Art Awards this year, along with 7 silver and 15 honorable mention winners. Our school received more awards and in a broader range of categories than during any previous year.  Photography students also won recognition in contests at The Cape Cod Times, M. V. Magazine, and the Nikon Corporation. Several senior shows were held at The Old Sculpin and Featherstone Galleries and, as usual, our Evening of the Arts was a huge success. It is also a sad moment for our art program as two of our extremely gifted teachers will be moving off into retirement. Janice Frame, who has been at the High School for 12 years overseeing all of our drawing and painting courses, will be retiring. We are also losing Paul Brissette, who has been with us in the role of department chair for 30 years. It is through Paul’s dedication and foresight, and the deep love and creativity of Janice, that our art department has become one of the premier departments in our school. They will be deeply missed.

In the performing arts department, the Musical Theatre Production Class wrote, staged, and performed an original musical, 'The Enchanted Cap,' for elementary students. This year's students are writing a revue featuring all the musicals that have been performed here at MVRHS over the last eight years; this will be presented to the Island’s 7th and 8th graders in January 2013. The String Orchestra continued to provide music for the senior center luncheons, while the Vocal Ensemble entertained at local senior centers, involving the audience in sing-a-longs and rhythm instrument accompaniment. In addition to these and other music and theatre classes, the performing arts department held many events over the last year. These included performances at senior centers as well as Windemere, collaboration with the visual arts department on Evening of the Arts, assessment day and department concerts, student-directed short plays, and the Minnesinger’s 45th anniversary celebration at their spring shows and the traditional 'Christmas in Edgartown' performances at the Whaling Church. Students also auditioned for and participated in off-Island music festivals, and the original play, 'Gossip,' was presented to the community and students, and at the Massachusetts Educational Theatre Guild competition.

The year 2012 was a record-setting year for the athletic department at Martha's Vineyard Regional High School. Presently, MVRHS participates in 19 Massachusetts Interscholastic Athletic Association Varsity programs. Of those 19 teams, 16 of them qualified for post-season events/tournaments. During the winter and spring seasons we had every team qualify for post season, with the girls’ hockey team qualifying for the first time. In addition to this run of success, the boys’ tennis team won the Division III State Championship with a record of 24-0. During this run, Ned Fennessy recorded his 250th win as the MVRHS boys’ tennis coach. Congratulations go out to Ned.

During the winter season the boys’ basketball team was lead by the State Basketball Coaches Association's Coach of the Year, Mike Joyce, which is the second consecutive year Mike has earned post-season Coach of the Year recognition. The team won the Eastern Athletic Conference regular-season championship and made a post-season run all the way to the State South Sectional Finals, where they upset by a very strong Wareham team.  

Two other teams had very strong post-season runs of their own.  The girls’ basketball team strung together two wins in the tournament, which saw them go all the way to the State South Sectional Semi-finals. The girls’ tennis team had a very successful regular season with an EAC title and went to the South Sectional Semi-finals as well.

In the spring we qualified for the New England Championships, held this year in Maine, by placing in the State Individual meet in the shot put. During the fall we earned a spot in the State Open Cross Country Championship meet held at Northfield Mountain, in Northfield Mass. 

The Island Cup game was one of the best ever.  It contained late game heroics by a host of players recognized by the American Rivalry Series.  The Vineyarders scored two touchdowns in the last 4:11 to make the comeback win a memorable one for the ages.

Since the start of the 2012-2013 school year, the special education department has been quite busy supporting students and new staff. The school year started with new leadership. Mr. Will Verbits is the new Special Education Director at MVRHS. In addition to Mr. Verbits, there has been several new staff members (both teachers and educational support personnel) hired to provide special education instruction and support services to all of our enrolled special education students. The special education department is working hard to support these students, who have various diagnosed disabilities. Of particular news is the beginning of a new Therapeutic Support Program (TSP) that is designed to support students who have diagnosed emotional disabilities.   This new program is currently providing outstanding therapeutic instruction and academic support to 9 students. On a newsworthy sad note, the special education department is about to lose their long-time department secretary, Ms. Carol Whitmarsh, who will retire in January 2013. We will be sad to see Carol leave us, as she has provided many years of dedicated employment and support to this department. We wish Carol well in her retirement. 

The teachers and students in the newly reorganized MVRHS Alternative Education Department work collaboratively to provide an alternative to those students and parents who want a different, more personalized, approach to their educational experience. The learning environment sets this program apart; core academic classes meet daily and are shorter in length while class sizes are kept small (10-15 students) to maintain a lower teacher-student ratio. 

The MVRHS Alt Ed program believes that a voluntary, collaborative, heterogeneously team-based approach that is student-centered, supportive, and open to new ideas can fundamentally change a student’s high school experience. We are attempting to build and grow a community that promotes an engaging, hands-on experience where learning is celebrated and inquiry is an ongoing process. We are proud to say that at the end of the first academic quarter we have 41 students who have voluntarily enrolled in our program. This number is over twice the size of our combined alternative programs from last year.

The physical education department has made a commitment for students to be more responsible with their assessment in Physical Education class. Students are required to complete daily journal entries. These entries involve self-assessment tools to analyze their work rate, fitness exercises’ performance, and their progress in the activity. In the health department, a supplemental curriculum was added to augment the current curriculum. This supplemental curriculum, All Stars Senior, is designed to improve health behavior. The goal of each of the 10 modules is to engage students in actively making decisions about living healthy lives.
This year will be the final year for Leo Frame, who has worked so hard both guiding our business department as the chair and as advisor to the Young Brothers to Men group that he brought to fruition many years ago. His tireless work has allowed our young people to give back to the community in the form of tutoring, mentoring, and, of course, their wonderful efforts to those in need during the holiday season. His dedication and inspiration will be missed.
In conclusion, we have had another fantastic year here at MVRHS. Our staff has worked tirelessly on: a new state-based teacher evaluation system, working on new standards in varying subject areas; implementing two new student-based programs; the writing of new curriculum plans for all of our courses; and all the while preparing for a major in-depth accreditation visit. Our students have represented us, as they always do, in thoughtful and amazing ways: on the athletic fields, at the Statehouse, with Close-Up in Washington, the Model UN in New York, during Wellness Day, through Peer Outreach, and on our Race Culture Retreat. They have won awards in art, music, writing, and journalism. They have demonstrated that they can be successful in the classroom, in the community, and, through their volunteerism, throughout the world. We have a 96% graduation rate, a 1% drop-out rate, a 97% passing rate on the MCAS for math, and a 99% passing rate for science and English. Students placing in the advanced and proficient categories exceed the state in every subject. Our SAT scores are competitive against the state and national scores, and almost 70% of our students go on to a four-year college. Through student hard work, staff dedication, and an unparalleled level of support from the community, especially noticeable through our phenomenal scholarship awards annually, we believe at Martha’s Vineyard Regional High School we can address every student’s passion. MVRHS, a place where we collectively: Aspire, Collaborate, and Engage.

Respectfully Submitted,

Stephen Nixon Ed.D.

Principal
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