Chilmark Fire Department Town Report 2010

To The Chilmark Board of Selectman

And the residents of Chilmark/Menemsha

July 12, 2010 will be a day that our town will never forget as a large black cloud covered the tiny fishing village of Menemsha. A fast-moving fire that broke out at 2:42 pm Monday destroyed the Coast Guard boathouse in Menemsha, and its pier, a truck, several private boats and the wooden causeway that provided vehicle access to the fill dock on the west side of the harbor.  The blaze very nearly might have consumed much of the picturesque Chilmark village. But for the quick action of our dedicated men and woman of the Chilmark Fire Department along with firefighters from Aquinnah, West Tisbury, Edgartown, Tisbury and Oak Bluffs including the fire fighting boat from Oak Bluffs and Falmouth.. All of Menemsha was evacuated, including the public beach and the Dutcher Dock, as clouds of black smoke filled the air. Our Assistant Fire Chief Tim Carroll responded with the departments newest truck it was his quick action and top of the line equipment that some thought to be too expensive that helped save surrounding structures.  

Emergency Medical Technicians from all six towns set up a rehabilitation tent in front of the Galley and merchants in the area were quick to support our efforts providing Juice, drinking water and food.  Fighting the fire from several different angles EMS workers were constantly driving to each staging area providing water to firefighters and police on this hot day in July.

Several island residents, boaters; fishermen along with the Chilmark Harbor Master Dennis Jason were heroes that day as they rescued several boats from certain destruction.

This was a difficult fire to stop the firefighters faced several obstacles due to the location and the construction of creosote timbers Firemen from all six Island fire departments could do nothing to save the old wooden building. But concentrated instead on preventing the fire from spreading down the wooden wharf and to the many other structures built on the waterfront area.

Due to the magnitude of destruction the State Fire Marshal Steven Coan came to the site to assist and evaluate. 

This area is a popular location for artist from all over as the capture a unique view of our little fishing village This is a day the residents and visitors will never forget and I want to extend our gratitude to all of the islands Firefighters and EMS and police departments who assisted us on that day in July that will never be forgotten.

I have been quoted as stating this area in Menemsha has always been a concern, it is a powder keg of fuel sources along with old structures in addition to difficult access for fire suppression.

The department responded to several calls for service over the past year. Last spring one of our own firefighters reported a large amount of black smoke in the area of Quonsoo Difficult to find the location fire and police came upon a fully involved unoccupied home in Quenames Chilmark, West Tisbury and Aquinnah Fire Departments worked together to stop the spread of the fire that was quickly engulfing the surrounding wild lands.

On Christmas night two of the department’s newest members were on their way home when they observed an orange glow in the sky in the area of Deep Bottom, West Tisbury. The investigation revealed a fully involved house fire. West Tisbury Fire Department was dispatched and Chilmark Fire Department responded to the request for mutual aid.

It has been a busy year for our department ranging from false alarms to Motor vehicle crashes, several structure fires and three small fires that the fire department was not called via 911 but were quickly extinguished right in Menemsha after the boat house fire. This town should be very proud of the men and women who devote countless hours to training and drilling to help keep this community safe.

The mission of the Chilmark Fire Department is to protect life, property and the environment and to reduce pain and suffering encountered through fire, medical and environmental emergencies by providing education, prevention, suppression and assistance with medical emergencies to the citizens and visitors of our community in a professional and fiscally responsible manner. 
The Chilmark Fire Department is all volunteer department.. We are 
Short staffed with volunteers and encourage anyone with an interest in serving our
Community to get in touch with us to explore opportunities with the department. 

We ask that you be couscous of your surroundings and please be safe. 

Help us to help you by assuring your home is clearly marked with the house number and trim the entrance so the fire apparatus can gain access if needed.

A well known to our community Matt Tobin has retired from the department

As the members of the department get older they are often forced to retire due to the extensive physical demand to stay up-to-date with the latest firefighting techniques.

We welcome the new members to department over the last year.

Aaron Brown

Mike Holtham

Jeff Lynch

Allan Porter

We extend a special recognition to Firefighter Cody Coutinho the son of long time member Lt Robert Countiho It has been an honor to watch Father and son work side by side. Cody has received a scholarship for college from the Massachusetts Call Volunteer firefighters Association a scholarship awarded to young students who take the time to volunteer in the fire service.

Chilmark Fire Department Responses

Calendar year 2010







False Alarms 2






Illegal Burn 2







Smoke Investigation 2





Airport alerts 2






Mutual Aid response 2





Motor Vehicle Accidents   10




Pole fire/arcing wire 3





Chimney Fire 2




 

Structure Fire 5






Cooking Fire 1

Animal Rescue 1

Pump Out 1

Furnace Malfunction 2

Brush Fire 2

Lightning Strike in Dwelling 8

Presidential Duty 2

Automatic Alarms Activations 105





Burn Permits issued 146





Inspections and Tank removal permits 2010

Oil Tank Removal 2


Propane (LP) gas tank inspection 34

Oil Tank/Broiler inspection 9
Smoke and CO2 detector inspection 30

The Town of Chilmark is fortunate to have a strong group of dedicated men and woman who devote their time to the Chilmark Fire Department.

Chilmark Fire Department Roster

David Norton- Fire Chief

Timothy Carroll- Assistant Fire Chief/Training Officer

Keith Emin- Captain

Russell Fenty- Lieutenant/rescue squad leader

Scott McDowell- Lieutenant

Robert Coutinho- Lieutenant

Will Parry- Safety Officer

Martina Mastromonaco- Administrative Assistant to the Fire Chief

Taurus Biskis



Gerry Canton

Jeremy Bradshaw


Marshal Carroll

Aaron Brown



Gary Coates

Ken Cotterill



Robert Coutinho

Mike Holtham


Cody Coutinho




Steve Gallas



Jeff Linch





Jonah Maidoff


Tony Palmer

Nancy Polucci


Donald Poole

Alan Porter



Ben Sinnett

Chris Smith



George Szliasy

Ian Yaffee



Kayla Mastromonaco

Respectfully Submitted

David Norton

Chilmark Fire Chief
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