Chilmark Historical Commission
______________

To the Honorable Board of Selectmen 
and the Residents of the Town of Chilmark:

Chilmark Historical Commission Annual Report

The Chilmark Historical Commission continues to meet on the third Wednesday of each month.  The seven-member commission is working on a number of on-going projects to preserve and protect the varied history of Chilmark.

Matthew Stackpole was our featured speaker at our annual August program held at the Chilmark Library meeting room and open to the general public. He presented an informative lecture with pictures of the history of the ship Charles W. Morgan, the last of the New England whaling ships with many ties to Chilmark. 
Voters of the Town approved expenditure of funds to assess the Tea Lane Farm. The Selectmen appointed a three-person board with one member from the Historical Commission to plan and begin the reconstruction of the farmhouse. It is agreed that all plans will be shown to this commission for comment. As an introduction to this process, the Commission invited Dorr Fox of Massachusetts Preservation and Chris Scott of Martha’s Vineyard Preservation Trust and all interested townsfolk to visit the farm and discuss the possibilities of saving what is old in the reconstruction. Attendance at this event was large. The Commission looks forward to monitoring the work being done at the farm.
Stone Wall preservation in Chilmark continues. This year the last section of the Allen Farm wall will be completed and stonewalls going down DH’s Hill in Menemsha will be repaired. This is an on-going project in association with the CPA and new applications from owners of roadside walls are being accepted.  
The Historical Commission invited the public to view the Tom Linkiewicz documentary about stone walls in New England many of them in Chilmark. It is available at the Library for viewing or for purchase at Town Hall.

The Historical Commission had the pleasure of the company of Harriet Poole Otteson, Former chair of the Chilmark Historical Commission was recognized for her many years of devoted service to the Commission with a luncheon and the placing of her name on a plaque in Town Hall. This award is given in recognition of efforts to preserve Chilmark history. The Historical Commission would like to recognize Ted Meinelt for his contributions in Chilmark and his name will be added to the plaque as the 2010 recipient of this award.

The Commission has held several meetings with the Martha’s Vineyard Museum concerning funding the repair and some restoration of the Noman’s Land boat currently on display at the Museum in Edgartown. The project is on-going and will focus our efforts for the coming year. 
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