ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS

To the Honorable Board of Selectmen and the

Residents of Chilmark:

The Board regretfully accepted the resignation of Bill Rossi.  Bill has chaired the Board for many years and prior to that he served on the Town’s Planning Board.  His combined experience of over twenty years on both boards will be greatly missed.  Bill is a dedicated and calm leader who seemed to find a way to be true to the bylaw, respect property owner rights and appease neighboring abutters.  Thank you again Bill for your insightful contributions to the Board and Town.  As one door closes another opportunity opens.  Peter Knight has agreed to follow Bill as Chairman and we all look forward to applying his practical solutions to complex challenges.   Barbara Armstrong has faithfully served as an Alternate member and we are excited she has agreed to become a full-time voting member of the Board.  Barbara always adds a grounded sense of objectivity to the discussion and will represent the Town well and consistently apply and execute our Zoning Bylaws.  
The Zoning Board of Appeals heard a total of 24 applications in 2009 – ten more than the previous year but, still below its average of 30 to 34 petitions.  It saw an increase in affordable housing special permits and received two additional applications for residential wind turbines.  

The Board diligently reviews every application to make sure all projects meet the Zoning By-Law specifications that have been approved by Chilmark voters.  Before a Special Permit is voted by the Board, the applicants may need to continue their hearing many times while they revise their plan, a process that can span several months.  The types of petitions and the decisions made in 2009 are shown below.  There are more than 24 decisions because several petitions were filed under more than one Bylaw.   
Type of Petition
 Approved
Denied

Continued
Withdrawn
Alter pre-

  existing, non-

  conforming use or
          



  structure
         9

     0

       0

       1
Built-in Pools
         5             
     1

       1

       0
Set back exceptions      3

     0

       0

       0
Guesthouse                   1

     0

       0

       1
Homesite Lot
         3

     0

       0

       0
Youth Lot
         1

     0

       0

       0

Wind Turbine
         0

     0

       2

       0

DAS Wireless  
  Communications        1

     0                             0                           0
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