Board of Health

In 2009, the overriding public health issue just about anywhere in the world was undoubtedly the emergence of a new pandemic flu virus, the 2009 H1N1 flu. The All-Island Health Agents Coalition, together with Island Schools, worked intensively to address the pandemic, educating the public and getting people vaccinated, starting with those most at risk from the disease.  School clinics were held in every Island school, and public clinics were held in each of the Towns as soon as sufficient vaccine was available.
In addition, the Coalition organized an All-Island Seasonal Flu Vaccination Clinic, where over 700 Islanders were vaccinated.  For the first time, Island Police Departments, spearheaded by Oak Bluffs and West Tisbury, were fully involved in the planning.
While the flu certainly kept us very busy this year, we continued to pursue our broader mandate under the authority granted by the Commonwealth to protect the public health and general welfare. 

Our responsibilities include, but are not limited to: monitoring the installation, upgrade and repair of septic systems; ensuring the safety of drinking water in the Town’s Public Water Systems at the Chilmark Community Center and Police Department; monitoring beach water quality, including ponds at public beaches; and conducting food establishment inspections.

Public Health Nursing Through a contract with the Vineyard Nursing Association (VNA), the Board supports home health visits and nursing consultations by public health nurse Nicole Barlett.  Chilmarkers who feel they could benefit from discussing their health concerns with a nurse are encouraged to make an appointment for the monthly Town Nursing Consultations at the Chilmark Town Hall or, if you are not easily able to get around, call to find out about home wellness visits.  We also hold a monthly blood pressure walk-in clinic from 12:30-1:30pm every third Wednesday at the Chilmark Library. Call Nicole at the VNA for more information at: (508)693-6184, ext.7132.
Chilmark solid waste transfer station The Board of Health manages solid waste disposal for the Town through a contract with the Martha’s Vineyard Refuse Disposal and Resource Recovery District (MVRD).  The Chilmark Local Drop-Off is located on Tabor House Road. Hours of operation are Wednesday 8am-5pm (4pm winter) and Sunday 1pm to 5pm (4pm winter). During the summer, dump stickers can be purchased daily at the Beach Sticker office in the Chilmark Town Hall, 8am to noon, or at the LDO year ‘round.  Otherwise, dump stickers are available at the MVRD off the West Tisbury / Edgartown Road in Edgartown.  
Hazardous waste should be brought to the MVRD on the 3rd Saturday in May, July, August and October, from 9am to 12 noon, for proper disposal.
Tick-borne diseases continue to be a problem in Chilmark. Ticks are the leading carriers of diseases to humans in the United States, second only to mosquitoes worldwide. The Board urges you to take the necessary precautions against contracting tick-borne disease and offers information on Lyme Disease, Babesiosis, Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever, Tularemia and Human Granulocytic Ehrlichiosis. 
Statistics:   In 2009, the Board of Health issued:
· 46 Disposal Works Construction Permits; 
· 11 Septic Installer’s Permits; 
· 5 Septic Hauler’s Permits; 
· 97 Pump-out Permits;  
· 38 Well Permits;  
· 27 Food Establishment Permits;  
· 3 Tobacco Permits; 
· 8 Tent Permits; 
· 2 Camp Permits;
· 3 Burial Permits.

The Board would like to extend their gratitude to: Liz Gude, who conducted Soil Observations on behalf of the Board, Alan Wilder, who is the Public Water System Operator for the Chilmark School, and Kent Healy, who monitors and maintains the hard-working septic system of the Menemsha Bath House.

For further information, please feel free to call Marina Lent at (508)645-2105, or drop by Town Hall between the hours of 9am to 2pm, Monday through Friday.
Respectfully submitted,

Katherine L. Carroll, Chairperson 
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