
Chilmark Planning Board

________________
To the Honorable Board of Selectmen
and Residents of the Town of Chilmark:


This past year, the Planning Board was busy with the submission of Eight Approval Not Required (ANR) plans including the Town’s first Affordable Homesite Form A; seven were approved. The Planning Board also reviewed two Form C Subdivision plans both of which were approved, including the Nab’s Corner project and the Atkinson Homesite lot which created a Homesite housing lot that was awarded to two town residents. The Planning Board held Public Hearings and put forth a Noise Bylaw at April Town Meeting 2009 that the Town members passed. The Planning Board also approved three curb cuts. 

The Planning Board has been working to revise the existing Chilmark by-law that deals with the approval process for, and the use of, wind turbines. We held a series of discussions to address the topic, inviting input from the public. We developed draft by-law modifications with a goal of having the revised wind turbine by-law on the warrant for the annual town meeting in April 2010.  However, based upon input received at our final public hearing from members of other town boards and the public, the Planning Board has decided to create a Wind Advisory Committee to study the many issues related to wind turbines and decide how the Town should proceed in this fast moving technology of alternative energy. 

During 2009, the Planning Board continued its efforts to update the Chilmark Master Plan.  As a first step in 2007-2008, a survey was prepared by the Planning Board, with input from other town boards and committees, and sent to all Chilmark registered voters and/or property owners.  The survey consisted of fifty questions on a variety of topics of interest.  We have received many responses and are in the process of reviewing them to help develop the town’s goals and objectives for the coming five years.  Concurrently, we requested and received Master Plan inputs from town boards and committees that outline their accomplishments over the last five years and provide well-defined goals for the coming five years.  We published online on the Town website the raw survey results and data. Our next step is to devise a method of implementing these proposed changes and directions for housing, transportation and business growth in Town.

The Board oversees two subcommittees: the Trails and Byways Committee and the Squibnocket Pond District Advisory Committee. The Trails and Byways committee, chaired by Jim Feiner, had a relatively exciting year with the opening of the Harrington property on Middle Road, called Tiasquam Valley Trail.  This key acquisition allows a link from Waskosim's Rock Reservation down to Middle Road, offering great diversity of choices extending the trails from North Road and offering some challenging biking.  An additional new connection that just opened this spring allows a hiker or biker from Waskosim's to continue past Middle Road and onto the Old King's Highway which then opens up a huge amount of opportunities for small, medium and long hikes/rides of all kinds.  Crossing the beautiful Tiasquam River, it provides many unsurpassed vistas and interior scenery that Chilmark has kept secret. We are very excited to see these new trails opened and encourage all to get out and appreciate the beauty of our town.  Any private landowner who would like to discuss a trail placement on his/her property or with an interest in being a member of the committee is encouraged to contact the Planning Board.

The Squibnocket Pond District Advisory Committee serves as an advisory committee to The Chilmark Planning Board. In monitoring Squibnocket Pond and its watershed, the Committee is concerned with the nitrogen levels, the increased growth of invasive species, the water quality and the water usage in the overlay district.  The Phragmites expansion at the east and south sides of the pond has triggered the beginning of serious on going discussions as to how to eradicate them.  Our Chilmark Town Bylaws prohibit the use of herbicides in Squibnocket Pond.  The Committee is reviewing alternative methods to slow their growth. 

The Committee is looking forward to the results of the Massachusetts Estuary Project’s study of Squibnocket Pond. Although there have been scheduling delays, the Committee is expecting the study to occur in the near future. The MEP’s recommendations will guide the Squibnocket Pond District Advisory Committee in its management of one of Chilmark’s most beautiful ponds.

Everyone is welcome to attend the Planning Board's meetings, which are held on the second and fourth Monday of the month at 4:30 p.m. in the Selectmen's Meeting Room.  If you are unable to attend, please visit the town website at www.ci.chilmark.ma.us for the latest meeting minutes, calendar of events and Master Plan updates.






Respectfully submitted,
                                                                                 JANET WEIDNER, Chair
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