MARTHA’S VINEYARD CULTURAL COUNCIL
To the Honorable Board of Selectmen:

The Martha’s Vineyard Cultural Council is part of the Massachusetts Cultural Council’s 30-year-old Local Cultural Council program.  The MVCC’s mission is to promote excellence, access, education and diversity in the arts, humanities and interpretative sciences for the purpose of improving the quality of life for all of the Island’s residents.

The Council believes that the arts, sciences and humanities have the power to build healthier, more livable, more vital communities.  They enrich, exalt and provoke.  They are an essential part of a strong education system.  They contribute enormously to our Island economy.  They build bridges across cultures.  They can be used to address – or even prevent – some of our most stubborn social problems.  They help us interpret our past and shape our futures.  And above all, they help us understand what it means to be human. 
Each year the Council meets on the first Sunday of November to vote on the distribution of grants for the current fiscal cycle.  Grant applicants must be residents of the Commonwealth and work on projects in the arts, humanities or interpretative sciences.  Those interested can find instructions, program guidelines and forms at www.massculturalcouncil.org, as well as at each Town Public Library.  The Martha’s Vineyard Cultural Council gives priority to projects originating on the Island and benefiting the year-round Island community.  

A grant applicant not based on the Vineyard must have a local partner or host, and off-Island applicants must include a letter of support from their Vineyard sponsor describing how the project would benefit the Island community.  In addition, the MVCC grants priority to events scheduled to serve the year-round population, not, for instance, set smack in the middle of the high season, when year-rounders tend to be overworked.

These are dark fiscal days in Boston, and because the MVCC receives most of its funds from the State, we expected to have less to grant than in previous years.  In the fall of 2009 the Council was assigned $20,180 by the Commonwealth for local re-granting, a reduction of nearly 22 percent.  Thank goodness for the support of our Towns!  Aquinnah, Chilmark, Edgartown, Oak Bluffs, Tisbury, and West Tisbury donated $1,000, $1,500, $1,500, $1,500, $1,500, and $1,500, respectively.  Together with unclaimed grant funds from the 2008-09 cycle, the total awarded was $30,812, down from $39,165 the previous year.  

In 2009 the MVCC received 48 applications requesting a total of more than $98,000.  The Council rejected six of them outright due to failure to meet the submission deadline; off-Islanders’ having no local sponsors; or application incompleteness.  Of the 42 applications considered at the grant award meeting, only one received full funding; 40, partial funding; and one, no funding.  The amount of the award depended on how well, in the minds of the members, the applicant met the MVCC and Massachusetts Cultural Council criteria.
The projects approved and funded by the MVCC, as voted in their 2009 Annual Grant Meeting, are listed.  

History/Natural History

Felix Neck Wildlife Sanctuary,

Martha’s Vineyard Sustainable Book Club            $    600
Polly Hill Arboreteum, Summer Lecture Series      $    685
African-American Heritage Trail,

Lighting the Trail



         $    700
Cultural Festivals
Tashmoo Memorial Day Picnic Committee,

Tashmoo Memorial Day Picnic (music only)          $    200

Aquinnah Cultural Center, Inc.,

4th Annual Native American Artisans Festival       $    775

Language/Literature/Life Stories
West Tisbury Free Public Library,

Winter Reading Series


         $    665
Martha’s Vineyard Library Association, 

Early Literacy for Newborns

         $    650
Island Voices,

Poetry, Audience and Community: Winter
         $    995
Island Voices,

Poetry, Audience and Community: Summer
         $    255
Island Voices, Promising Young Poets
         $    960
Martha’s Vineyard Museum, Brazilian Voices       $ 1,170
Art Therapy
The Drum Workshop, Inc., Rhythm to Routes        $    980

Martha Abbott, Moving Through the Steps             $    490
Music

Marine & Paleobiological Research Institute, 

Free Public Concert


         $    710 
KCT Concerts,

Traditional Music Concert Series

         $ 1,590 

W Tis Congregational Church Handbell Choir, 

Project Supplies and Tuning

         $    375

Music [continued]
Martha’s Vineyard Chamber Music Society, 

Off-Season Concerts


         $    975 
Dance
Laura Hall+Abby Bender for Built on Stilts MV,

Built on Stilts 2010 Festival

         $ 1,230

Children in the Arts of Martha’s Vineyard,

Nutcracker Gala 2010


         $    960
Dance [continued]

Vineyard Arts Project, Morphoses-

Wheeldon Co. Choreographic Residency
         $    950
The Yard, 

2009-2010 Artists-in-the-Schools Program
         $ 1,245
Theater/Puppetry

ArtFarm Enterprises, 

Theatre in Residence Project

         $    770
IMP Improv for Kids/Troubled Shores, Inc.,

Production of “Bears Beware”

         $    960
Richard Clark, “Love Letters” at the 

Edgartown Council on Aging

         $    340
Richard Clark, “Shakespeare: Lunatic, Lover or

Poet” at the Tisbury Council on Aging
         $    290
April Thanhauser/Spindrift Marionettes,
4th Annual M.V. Puppet Festival

         $    765
The Vineyard Playhouse,  

Dramatic Youth Project


         $ 1,145
Nightmares and Dreams – Immigrant Voices,
Presentations/Professional Development
         $    440
Film/Video

Silver Screen Film Society,

5th Annual M.V. International Film Festival
         $    580
Silver Screen Film Society,
Film and Event Planning


         $    815
Martha’s Vineyard Film Festival,

Family Film Festival


         $    810
Martha’s Vineyard Film Festival,

3rd Annual M.V. Film Festival for Kids
         $    995
Film/Video [continued]

Ann Bassett, 

“The Vineyard View” Television Program
         $ 1,195
Holy Ghost Association, Inc., 

Cooking with Papa Tuck


         $    205
The Vineyard Voice, Inc., 

Vineyard Voice Youth Project

         $    620
Ken Wentworth,

“Sustainable Vineyard” Pilot Episode
         $    865
Elizabeth Witham, Live Concert Video of
Local Musicians for DocuTunes TV

         $    735
Visual Arts
Martha’s Vineyard Art Association,

Permanent Collection Restoration and Exhibit       $    650

Susan Johnson,

Art Exhibit: Aggression and Empathy
         $      45

Education

Julie Hitchings, ACE MV Newsletter Outreach       $    565

PASS Grant

M.V. Pub Charter School, Plimoth Plantation         $    862
        In September the MVCC hosted a grant workshop attended by 19 would-be applicants.  We would certainly like to see more first-time applicants.  Please do not be intimidated by the granting process!  Any qualified applicant with a qualified project can get all the help with the form and project budget that he or she needs from our volunteers.  The workshop is an annual event, and we urge Vineyard artists, historians and interpretative scientists interested in project funding to attend in September 2010.  Check the MCC Web Site (previous page) in August for the workshop date and location.

        We wish to acknowledge the special contributions from the Town of West Tisbury.  Town Treasurer Katherine Logue and Town Accountant Bruce Stone have processed the financial transactions of the Council since its regionalization in 2003; and the Up-Island Council on Aging has provided the Howes House as a handicapped-accessible, centrally located and very welcoming meeting place.  Thank you, Joyce.  

         Lastly, we bade farewell this year to the late Shelton Bank of West Tisbury, a man whose words were always well-chosen and laced with humor and good will.  He will be missed. 



      


Respectfully submitted,


      


PIA WEBSTER, Administrator
    Martha’s Vineyard Cultural Council
                   2009 Membership

Aquinnah


Oak Bluffs

   NANCY BENOIT
   HOLLY ALAIMO
   JOAN LE LACHEUR  
   FRANCINE KELLY

   MOLLY PURVES
   CK WOLFSON

Chilmark


Tisbury

   CHRIS DREYER

   DEBRA CONROY, Treas.
   BONNIE GEORGE
   JEAN HAY
   DEBORAH 

   PHYLLIS VECCHIA
     SILLIMANWASS, Sec.



West Tisbury

Edgartown

   LESLIE BAKER

   NIS KILDEGAARD, Chair
   SHELTON BANK*
   NELSON W. SMITH
   BETH KRAMER

   ANN MILLER MALEY
Ex-Officio

  WIET BACHELLER
   DAN WATERS (emeritus), Sec.

   CHRIS DREYER

   PIA WEBSTER, Administrator

*  Deceased

