Chilmark Historical Commission Annual Report

The Chilmark Historical Commission continues to meet on the third Wednesday of each month.  We are working on a number of on-going projects to preserve and protect the varied history of Chilmark.

Our research on the Mayhew-Mitchell house in Quansoo, in cooperation with the Sheriff’s Meadow Foundation who owns the house, included visits by two experts in the dating of old New England houses.  Claire Dempsey was our featured speaker at our annual August program held at the Library meeting room for the general public.  We sponsored a visit to the old house by Anne Grady who prepared a report for us of her research findings.  We also have a detailed assessment of the house written by Richard Burt and donated to our archives.  We look forward to hearing more of his findings.

The Commission monitored the Demolition Bylaw as it applied to the Tilton-Weckman house on North Rd.  No one came forward to move or take down the house so we requested the demolition permit be granted.  We were unhappy to know that another really old Chilmark house could not be saved.

Our photograph collection continues to grow.  Member John Flender has created an on-going collection and is adept at saving old photos. We thank him for preparing the photos in this issue, donated to us by Mildred Mayhew who was a teacher at Menemsha School and we thank her very much for her gift to the town.

Several historic documents of Chilmark were purchased this year and are in the Commission’s files at town hall.

We appreciate the services of Todd Christie, our administrative Assistant and we value all additions to the recorded history of our town.
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