To the Board of Selectman and Residents of Chilmark;

The Chilmark Fire Department remains a volunteer organization staffed by a small but dedicated group of men and women. In addition to being on call around the clock volunteers devote numerous hours to training and continuing their education as Firefighters. 

We are proud to announce that the Town of Chilmark did not experience any major fires in the 2009 calendar year. However, the Department did respond mutual aid on two separate occasions. Our services were requested in Aquinnah for a brush fire and in Vineyard Haven for a fully involved structure fire. 

Although the Department saw a decrease in number of fires they experienced an increase in the number of beach rescues. Thankfully the Department continues to drill with the Coast Guard and beach staff to ensure effective collaboration in the event of an emergency. Drills provide a wonderful opportunity to practice using equipment without risking injury to the public. Several of the drills conducted this summer involved the use of the Departments Jet Ski and ATV. The ATV was successfully utilized in beach rescues. 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank Martina Mastromonaco for her years of commitment as the Tri-Town ambulance coordinator. We are sad to see Martina leave her position with the ambulance, but we take comfort in knowing she will remain an active Chilmark Firefighter. 

Please remember it is imperative that each residence is clearly marked. This includes labeling both street names and house numbers. In addition, it would be very helpful for our emergency responders if all town residents keep a clear access to their house. This includes but is not limited to clearing overgrown brush and removing low hanging limbs. Carbon monoxide and smoke detectors are a must. Please properly maintain all detectors by checking them regularly for function. Chimneys and woodstoves should also be tended to regularly. Anyone who still has an underground oil tank must have it removed. 

As a volunteer fire department we cherish the support and assistance of our community. We are always looking for new members to join our team. If you are interested in joining, or have other questions, please feel free to call or stop by. The best time to catch us in person is Sunday mornings at 10. For those of you who don’t know there are two Chilmark Fire Stations located at the Menemsha Crossroad and North Road. If you wish to contact us by phone the numbers are 508-645-2550 (Crossroad station) and 508-645-2207 (North Road). 

Lastly, the Department is pleased to announce the addition a new member, Kayla Mastromonaco. Kayla is youthful but mature. She shows a deep commitment to the Department and is enthusiastic about learning.

Chilmark Fire Department Responses for the Calendar Year 2009

Automatic Alarm Activations 82

Illegal Burns 2


Motor Vehicle Accidents 4

Airport Alerts 3

Mutual Aid Calls 2

Beach Rescues 4

Pole Fires 1

Chimney Fires 1

False Alarms 2

Smoke Investigations 1

Burn Permits Issued 125

Inspection Tally for the Calendar Year 2009

LP Gas Tank Inspections 44

Oil Tank/Boiler Inspections 11

Oil Tank Removal Permits 4

Smoke Detectors/CO Inspections 29                                                          

Chilmark Fire Department Roster

David Norton – Chief


Timothy Carroll – Assistant Chief 

Keith Emin – Captain



William Parry – Safety Officer

Russell Fenty – Lieutenant


Scott McDowell – Lieutenant

Robert Coutinho-Lieutenant


George Szilassy




Ken Cottrill

Matt Tobin

Tauras Biskis


 

Gary Coates




Chris Smith

Steve Gallas

Ian Yaffe



Jonah Maidoff
Martina Mastromonaco

Gerry Caton

Tony Palmer

Don Sexton

Jerome Bradshaw

Donald Poole

Cody Coutinho

New Member:

Kayla Mastromonaco

Respectfully submitted,

David Norton, Fire Chief

