COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE

To the Honorable Board of Selectmen and the Residents of Chilmark:

Over $2 million of CPA funds have been raised since the Town adopted the Act in 2001.  During 2009 the Committee held nine meetings to consider or develop plans and execute projects in the areas of Affordable Housing, Historic Preservation, Open Space Preservation and Parks and Recreation.  We were pleased to receive $130,559 from the Commonwealth in matching funds for fiscal year 2009.  This represented a matching level of 77 percent of 2009 CPA tax revenue.  As reference, the state average for fiscal year 2009 matching funds was 50 percent.  Chilmark’s higher matching level reflects the facts that it was the thirteenth Town to adopt the legislation in 2001 and has maintained the maximum 3 percent surcharge. 
The Middle Line Road Community Housing Program is nearing completion thanks to the hard work and dedication of so many Town residents.  The utilities are being installed, the six homesite lots will be awarded via a lottery in January 2010 and the Request for Bids to build the three rental duplexes will be released before spring 2010.  We hope to have all six apartments finished and rented by summer 2011.  

This year we are recommending for voter consideration appropriating an additional amount of $55,000 for the Town’s rental conversion program.  It is administered by the Dukes County Regional Housing Authority with Housing Committee oversight and is for the exclusive benefit of Chilmark residents.  This program was initiated in 2002 and has been very successful ever since.  
An additional $30,000 is also recommended this year to expand the historic stone wall preservation along Chilmark’s roadsides.  This initiative has grown over the years for the enjoyment and benefit of all.  The Historical Commission will oversee the program’s implementation and use of funds.  Town residents are encouraged to contact the Historical Commission for eligibility consideration.      
The Community Preservation Act has also funded a broad array of other projects to help preserve the Town’s Historic Resources.  These include burying the power lines at the Menemsha School; renovating the windows and doors at the Community Center, preserving essential historic Town documents and acquiring historic artifacts by the Historical Commission.     
As always, it has been a pleasure to serve you and we encourage and welcome your input and suggestions for additional CPA funded projects in historic or open space preservation, parks and recreation or affordable housing.






Respectfully submitted,

ANDREW GOLDMAN, Chairman
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