Chilmark Housing Committee

______________

To the Honorable Board of Selectmen 
and the Residents of the Town of Chilmark:


Created in 2001, the Chilmark Housing Committee is dedicated to developing housing options for the people who live, work or volunteer in Chilmark, establishing standards for housing eligibility and overseeing community housing programs and opportunities. We have made significant progress this past year in our rental assistance program, Homesite Housing, and the Middle Line Road Community Housing Program.


Charter member Zee Gamson resigned from the Housing Committee and from the Dukes County Regional Housing Authority this past February. Zee was instrumental in developing Affordable Homesites and Chilmark’s Rental Assistance Program. She volunteered countless hours working toward the success of affordable housing development in Town and across the island. Her passion, intensity and warm smile will be missed from our committee. The Housing Committee welcomed two new members in 2009, Roland Kluver and Sheila Muldaur. Their insight and participation is welcomed at this busy time for Housing Committee. 


The Rental Assistance Program, funded by the Community Preservation Fund, encourages the owner of a rental home to convert from a summer season rental to an affordable year-round rental.  There is no loss of income to the owner through this rent subsidized program.  In 2009 we added a fifth recipient to our rental assistance program and hope to expand when possible in 2010. 

The Chilmark Housing Committee was delighted to see the dedication of two private Homesite lots this year. Two private land owners were willing to carve off an acre for an affordable Homesite lot to an income qualified recipient of their choice. This is heartening considering our difficult economic climate and extreme need for affordable housing island wide. Congratulations to both the Healy and Atkinson families for giving so generously and to Suzy Zell and Deb and Jeff Wass as the recipients of such generosity.


We are very happy to report that the Middle Line Road lottery for 6 Homesite lots was held on January 19, 2010 and deemed a great success.  The Selectmen were very proud to name and dedicate the road into the subdivision from Middle Line Road as Molly’s Lane, in memory of the late Molly Flender who was instrumental in the development of the Chilmark Housing Committee. Each of the three residence roads off Molly’s Lane were dedicated and named Beech Grove, Holly Grove and Oak Grove. The Chilmark Housing Committee was very pleased to qualify 14 applicants for these six Homesite lots. The Lottery winners were, Cameron Parry, Jennifer Slossberg, Matthew Bradley, Emily & Jeffrey Day, Michele & Chip Leonardi and Jennifer & Lev Wlodyka. Even with these Homesites awarded, there still is a strong need for affordable housing in Town and the Housing Committee hopes to have 4 more Homesites at Nab’s Corner in the very near future. 
 
A special town meeting in December approved the spending of $2 million dollars to move forward with the construction of roads, utilities and the rental units for Middle Line Road affordable Housing Project. With the wells drilled and the new access road under construction, surveying has begun to facilitate utility installation and interior road construction. Nabs Corner has made progress with the subdivision approval by the Planning Board and the approval of the new proposed curb cut along South Rd. This approval has moved that project into well drilling and soil percolation test phase. 

The Chilmark Housing Committee is heartened by the progress made by the town on affordable housing.  The Town’s rental assistance program is exemplary in its funding, oversight and process. We wish to thank members of the Planning Board and other town committees, as well as the Dukes County regional Housing Authority and the Martha's Vineyard Commission for their assistance. 
Respectfully Submitted,  

       Andrew Goldman, Chairman
       Jim Feiner                    
       Roland Kluver
       Tim Lasker
       William Randol
       Sheila Muldaur         
