COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE

To the Honorable Board of Selectmen and the Residents of Chilmark:

Your Community Preservation Committee (CPC) had several changes during 2008.  Russell Maloney, our representative from the Conservation Commission stepped down after several years of dedicated hard work.  Thank you again Russell for all of your contributions.  And as with all change opportunities arise.  We are pleased to welcome three new members to the Committee.  Barbara Murphy is our newest at-large member.  Andrew Fischer took Russell’s place representing the Conservation Commission and Tim Carroll joined as our Parks & Recreation representative.  
Over $2 million of CPA funds have been raised since the Town adopted the Act in 2001.  During 2008 the Committee held eleven meetings to consider or develop plans and execute projects in the areas of Affordable Housing, Historic Preservation, Open Space Preservation and Parks and Recreation.  We were pleased to receive $158,036 from the Commonwealth in matching funds for fiscal year 2008.  The state has matched 100 percent of all collected Community Preservation Act (CPA) tax revenues since the Town adopted the Act in April 2001.  Current projections however indicate the state will not be able to match 100 percent of the fiscal year 2009 tax revenue.   

The Middle Line Road Community Housing Program has successfully completed the permitting process and is ready for the infrastructure installation of wells, utilities and road improvements.  Thus far Town voters have appropriated $1,516,300 for this worthwhile program.  $1,220,900 of this total uses CPA funds fifty percent of which have come from state matching funds.

The Community Preservation Act has also funded a broad array of projects to help preserve the Town’s Historic Resources.  These include burying the power lines at the Menemsha School; restoring several sections of stone walls along the public ways throughout Town; renovating the windows and doors at the Community Center, preserving essential historic Town documents and acquiring historic artifacts by the Historical Commission.  
As always, it has been a pleasure to serve you and we encourage and welcome your input and suggestions for additional CPA funded projects in historic or open space preservation, parks and recreation or affordable housing.






Respectfully submitted,

ANDREW GOLDMAN, Chairman
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