Report of The

Chilmark School Principal

_____________________

James Weiss, Ed. D.

Superintendent of Schools

RR2, Box 261

Vineyard Haven, MA 02568

Dear Dr. Weiss:

The 2007-2008 academic year at the Chilmark School covered quite a bit of ground, right from opening day, to the last bell, signaling the close of school for the summer.  The wide-eyed wonder of children entering a new grade, with new classmates to meet, and the rekindling of old friendships certainly sets a positive tone.  Adding a solid curriculum to the mix is a great indicator that it will be an outstanding year. The enthusiasm and positive energy that students and teachers alike bring to the multi-age classroom is certainly evidence of this. 

A plentiful supply of creatively designed lessons is also detected in each learning experience. With project-based learning as the driving force of our academic program, our young scholars settle in immediately and become seriously engaged in their learning.  Chilmark students know the importance, as well as the rewards, of being the best that they can be.  While the Chilmark School offers a curriculum that is academically and artistically challenging, at the same time, we encourage and support students in the development of 21st Century Skills.  Our goals for well-rounded students remains to be a focal point; Ensure children will love to learn, and in the process, help them attain a strong sense of self-esteem, while providing them with life-long skills that will enable them to live responsibly in an ever changing world.                

Professional Development:

The Chilmark staff continues to examine ways in which to improve teaching and learning, in order to provide the best of sound, educational practices for all students’ individual and academic success. 

Specifically, staff became more knowledgeable about: 

                  * Using formal and informal assessment to better inform their instruction in reading, math and 

                    Special Education 

                  * Math, as it pertains to the Chilmark School, by participating in a Mathematics Self Study, 
  examining curriculum,  the scope and sequence, as well as our assessment practices and the 

  materials and supplements we use.

                  * The key elements of being an involved and collaborative member of our school community

* The Responsive Classroom curriculum as it applies to student academic success

* Analyzing MCAS test results in Math and Language Arts and using that data to inform 

  instruction, as it applies to the tenets of differentiated instruction 

 * Using technology in the classroom as a tool for enhancing instruction and reinforcing learning,

   using high interest software to motivate students.

* “Taking a Closer Look”. Teachers had the opportunity to attend a workshop at The New England 

    Aquarium.  We explored the sea and the creatures of the sea through close observation.  The 

    workshop taught the staff how to apply the strategies of close observation, in order to help 

    students become more observant of the things around them in everyday life. The staff then 

    created a lesson plan that was implemented as a year end activity with all K-5 students.

Curriculum/ Instruction/ Assessment:
Our K/1 class started the year off learning how to be a good friend and learning how to live by the “Golden Rule”, while living and working in a learning environment.

  K/1 students broadened their science studies learning about seeds and how these seeds grow 

  into plants that we use in our everyday lives. Further exploration of this study brought about a  

  visit to the Polly Hill Arboretum for additional hands on opportunities. While observing the outer  

  and inner coverings of seeds, students recorded their observations by drawing field pictures of 

  their findings.  K/1 Science classes also included the study of stars and water. And while studying

  about animals and their different habitats, their learning carried over into social studies  

  discussions that paralleled the theme of habitats, while engaging in conversations using 

  comparisons and contrasts, when talking about their own homes and what they look like. Math 

  classes had students thinking about how numbers are used, and successfully applied themselves  

  while they learned number formations, matching sets and applications of addition and 

  subtraction. Students further perfected their math skills learning how to properly use place value, 

  in addition to understanding how to solve challenging word problems.

The 2/3 class has had a very successful relationship with Windemere and its residents over the  

  past few years. As a result of this intergenerational project, students have become more aware of 

  the importance of building relationships outside of their own peer groups. Practicing patience, 

  and learning how to become better listeners has taught students the value of being a good friend. 

  Their photographs, taken of familiar places on the island, which perhaps have not otherwise been 

  seen in years, has been a useful and worthwhile tool to help initiate conversations with seniors as 

  they recall fond memories of times past. This experience will leave a lasting impression on these  

  children and  their special “Windemere Buddies”.

* The use of technology in language arts classes allowed students to become seriously

  engaged in their research projects, as they transformed themselves into various celestial bodies,  

  for a one of a kind project on planets. Students reported news anchor style, as their individual  

  presentations were being recorded on to DVD’s for their parents. The DVD’s have been saved for 

  future prosperity, along with the students’ weekly journals of observations, thoughts and 

  questions they compiled during their research.

* As part of their ongoing science and math lessons, students collaborated with Trustees of  

  Reservations on a Weather Station project, learning about the water cycle. The children 

  collected and measured rainfall over a  period of time and tested for acidity in the water. They 

  determined that our rain water tends to have a bit of acidity in it, which needs to be neutralized.

The fourth and fifth graders started the year off with the annual Shenandoah Outing Program   

   week-long excursion. Students in both grades, along with parent chaperones were taught how to 

   swab the deck, jump off the rails and tie sailor’s knots. The students also learned the names of 

   each part of the schooner. In addition, everyone enjoyed fishing, good food, and a surprise sail  

   on the Alabama. All of this was accomplished in addition to daily study time set aside for   

   reading, math lessons and reflective journal writing.

* Social studies classes engaged students in the exploration of Vikings. They practiced using  

   persuasive writing styles for a project called “Viking Want Ads”. Using what they learned  

   about Vikings and exploration helped guide them in writing letters to Leif Ericsson, convincingly   

   persuading him to take them on his last voyage. Students then made colorful shields to take to 

   their interviews with Leif Ericcson to hopefully seal the deal.

* Math was a major focal point this year for all staff and students to reflect on. During the school

   year, K-5 children presented a challenging student directed Math Madness evening for their 

   parents. This helped parents with taking an in depth look at the Everyday Math program, which 

   provided them with an opportunity to learn more about the math concepts and processes 

   children learn in each grade level. Students created word problems, materials and games for 

   parents to try their hand at, which provided them with a greater understanding of this program.

MCAS:

Student Performance

MCAS 20008 - Results:

Student performance on the 2008 MCAS test showed the following: 

· Results of the 2008 MCAS Reading/LA scores for Gr. 3 showed an overall scaled score of proficient.

· Results for the 2008 MCAS Math scores for Gr. 3 showed an overall scaled score of proficient.

· Results of the 2008 Gr. 4 MCAS Reading /LA test showed an overall scaled score of advanced. 

· Results of the 2008 Gr. 4 MCAS Math test showed an overall scaled score of proficient.
· Results of the 2008 Gr. 5 MCAS Reading/LA test showed an overall scaled score of proficient.
· Results of the 2008 Gr. 5 MCAS Math test showed an overall scaled score of proficient.
· Results of the 2008 Gr. 5 MCAS Science/technology test showed an overall scaled score of proficient.
* The Chilmark School met Adequate Yearly Progress for 2008. 

   Performance rating for ELA = High (Slight decline from our own improvement rating of Very High in 2007).

 * Performance rating for Math = High (No change from 2007).

The Chilmark School, with its smaller student population, does not often meet the DOE data reporting requirements. However, the staff and I continue to analyze and assess student progress and focus on the areas of the curriculum that may need strengthening. 

If it were not for our dedicated Chilmark teaching staff, we would not be able to celebrate the accomplishments our students achieve each school year. The commitment of the professional staff makes this a possibility year in and year out. And this year, while we welcome back Liz Bradley, Music and ELL Teacher, and Bud Perkins, Reading Teacher, we also welcome the following new staff members to our school community: Carol Baldwin, K/1- 1:1 Special Education Teacher, Channon Capra, Physical Education Teacher, and Spanish Teacher, Elizabeth Straton.

It is a pleasure working with these committed and talented individuals that have joined our Chilmark School family.

I thank our school community, the UIRSD School Committee and our local businesses. Your continuous support for our school and our students is truly appreciated. Whether it is in the form of volunteering your time working with students, chaperoning a trip, supporting fundraisers, making donations, or just making sound recommendations to improve programming, we appreciate your efforts as we all build the foundations for our children and their future. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Diane Gandy

Principal






Chilmark School Students

2007- 2008





                         ____________
Kindergarten

               Madia Bellebuono         Dashiell Christy            Kieran Karabees

               Thea Keene
                  Adam Knight                Cameron Soulagnet

First Grade 

              Jacob Bazzy                  Henry Driesen              Quinn Keefe

              Kelly Klaren                    Liam McCarthy             Levi Mories

              Cabot Thurber                                                  

Second Grade

              Gabriel Ambulos            Gabriel Bellebuono        Andrei Bernier

              Coltrane Leport              Maggie Mayhew            Ned Smiley

Third Grade

             Jared Bardwell                  Olya Bernier                 Julian Bernstein

             Maxwell Eber                   Colin Hickey                  Olivia Knight 

             Adelaide Keene               Chris Mayhew                Brahmin Thurber-Carbone                                      


 David Webster

Fourth Grade

             Benjamin Booker
      Connor Downing
         Addison Geiger

             Kate Hansen

      Jake Janak                    Ella Jernegan            

             Emerson Mahoney          Chase Soulagnet

Fifth Grade

             Serogia Bernier               Erin Hickey
         Brigida Larsen

             Ben Poole

     Andrew Ruimerman        Peter Ruimerman

Chilmark School Staff

2007-2008

_______________

Full Time Staff:

Principal                                                      Diane H. Gandy

Teachers:

        K/1

                                Robin Smith

        K/1 (1:1)  SpEd                                  Carol Baldwin

        K/1 (1:1)  SpEd TA                            Channon Capra

        2-3                                                     Jack Regan

        4-5                                                     Jackie Guzalak

Assistants:

        K-1

                               Eleanor Neubert

        2-3                                                     Celeste Drouin

        4-5

                               Holly Bellebuono

Head Custodian:   
                               Lisa Nichols

Part Time Staff:

School Secretary (85%)                             Orlaith McCarthy-Estes

Specialists:

Special Education (80%)

         Jill Rosenkranz

Long Term Reading Sub (40%)                  Bud Perkins

General Music (20%)


         Liz Bradley

Instrumental Music (10%)                           Ruth Scudere-Chapman

Physical Education (20%)
                     Channon Capra

SpEd 1:1Teacher’s Assistant (50%)
         Channon Capra

Art (20%)



         Kathleen Cameron

Spanish (30%)


         Elizabeth Straton

ELL ( 50%)



         Liz  Bradley

School Nurse (20%)


         Janice Brown

Guidance Counselor (20%) 
                     Barbara Bernstein

