James Weiss

Superintendent

RR2, Box 261

Vineyard Haven, MA 02568

Dear Dr. Weiss:

In recognition of the generous support, which we at Martha’s Vineyard Regional High School receive from the towns, I would like to report on some of the great things that have occurred here at the high school over the last year. It is through the support of our community that all of these wonderful things are made possible.

MVRHS is very proud of its art department and this year 9 out of our 10 student entries received visual arts awards from the Boston Globe. The art department has also been crucial in redesigning our entryway so that what we are as a school becomes the focus as you enter our building. Our students are also working on the “Gateway to the Island” mural project set to be displayed in downtown Tisbury.

In the area of athletics, we won the Mayflower title in cross-country, both boys and girls, and in football, with the football team going on to the Superbowl. Our field hockey team also qualified for the State Tournament this year. We are also beginning the preparations to move into the Eastern Athletic Conference next year. Securing an athletic league for our young athletes has been a priority for our school for many years and that will come to fruition next fall.

The History department has transitioned their offerings into a full four-year requirement, the only other department other the English to do so. They have purchased new textbooks as they add a second year of American History for the Freshmen class. This year the science department has gone “green” with not only working with our wind turbine, but also filing a grant for renewable energy to convert a car to electricity. We will also be hosting our 10th annual Science Fair this year. In our math department the robotics course has grown into two sections. They have also added a practical math course that enables our young people to deal with home and car loans, investing, and credit cards. Math has added a statistics AP course due to the demand of our students and has continued to score well on MCAS, SAT and AP tests. 80% of our students who took the Calculus BC AP test scored 4 or higher. 82% of our students scored Advanced or Proficient on their MCAS tests. 

The English department has begun a Students to Students project that allows our students, and students elsewhere, to write books for younger children. Our high school student journalists won 10 major scholastic awards in 2008, at the annual New England Scholastic Press Association (NESPA) conference held at Boston University. The ten journalism awards tied a school record. The NESPA program offers awards for excellence in scholastic writing, editing, and publishing, and is open to all New England secondary schools. The students in the English department’s Advanced Placement program, which allows students the opportunity to take college courses while still in high school, continue to perform exceptionally well on both the Language and Composition, and Literature and Composition exams. In 2008, 54 students combined took an AP English exam. The tests are scored on a scale from 1 to 5, with 5 being the highest possible score. Nationally about 60 percent pass with a score of 3, 4, or 5. At our school, 90 percent of the students who took the exam earned those scores. Furthermore, 70 percent of our students earned a 4 or 5, an incredible accomplishment considering the fact that nationally only about 28 percent earn such high scores. 

77 percent of our 2008 graduates went on to post secondary programs.  Seniors were accepted to over 151 different schools and colleges throughout the nation. At this year’s June 2008 MVRHS Class Night Award Ceremony, 631 scholarships valuing $952,900 were awarded to graduating seniors and post graduates. This is a demonstration of the community’s overwhelming support for our students who receive a post-secondary education. Guidance will again facilitate the 3rd annual Peer Outreach Retreat in December. 48 new students have been nominated by their peers to attend this 12-hour training to learn how to be more effective helpers to their friends. The program now has 80 students trained. In November, the MV Center for Dispute Resolution conducted a workshop for the current members of the program. Students learned about communication styles and effective ways to mediate conflicts among their peers. The Race Culture Retreat for student leaders and teachers discussing the culture issues in the school community continues to help nurture a positive, open educational and social environment in the school.

As our school faces a time of financial difficulty, we are proud of what we have accomplished here at Martha’s Vineyard Regional High School. We will strive to work with the community in order to ensure that we continue to offer a diverse and comprehensive education to all of our young people.

Sincerely,

Stephen Nixon

Principal, MVRHS

