
Chilmark Planning Board

________________
To the Honorable Board of Selectmen
and Residents of the Town of Chilmark:

Two Planning Board members were up for re-election at our Annual Town Election, and we are pleased to report that Russell Walton was re-elected for his fifth term and Richard Osnoss, current chairman, was re-elected for his second term.   
This past year, the Planning Board was busy with the submission of four Approval Not Required (ANR) plans, three of which were approved; one Form B Preliminary Subdivision plan (approved with conditions) and two Form C Subdivision plans (both approved); one of which created a Homesite housing lot.  The Board anticipates the Town will utilize this lot in the coming year.
The Planning Board also held two separate public hearings for proposed amendments to the Chilmark Zoning Bylaws.  The Heated Swimming Pools bylaw amendment, which was approved by voters at the October 2007 Special Town Meeting, requires swimming pools to be heated by use of an alternative energy source.  The Board foresees addressing the energy issue with a more broader energy efficiency bylaw in the future.  The second bylaw amendment proposed was the revision of the Wireless Communications bylaw.  The draft wording was approved by the Planning Board and this bylaw amendment will be an article on the ballot for the townspeople to vote on at the April 2008 Annual Town Meeting.
In late 2007, the Planning Board kicked off an effort to update the Chilmark Master Plan.  The development of an updated Master Plan provides an opportunity for town boards, committees and individuals to examine where we have been and where we are headed as a community.  Over the course of next year, we will be gathering input by holding public "gatherings", surveying Chilmark's registered voters and property owners, and requesting town boards and committees to outline accomplishments and provide well-defined goals for the coming five years.  The Board welcomes your input and invites you to attend our regularly scheduled Master Plan meetings and/or please send your comments and suggestions to Town Hall c/o Master Plan Update.
The Board oversees two subcommittees: the Trails and Byways Committee and the Squibnocket Pond District Advisory Committee. The Trails and Byways Committee, chaired by Jim Feiner, continues to pursue the connection of all existing Chilmark trails with acquisition of critical trail easements.  The committee, working with the Martha’s Vineyard Commission and the Martha's Vineyard Land Bank, has created a master plan of trails and public and private pathways in Chilmark.  The committee is pleased by the newest connection acquired by the MV Land Bank located near the North Road firehouse.  This walking easement has now completed our first cross-island trail between Great Rock Bight and Chilmark Pond Preserve at Abel's Hill.  Any private landowner who would like to discuss a trail placement on his/her property or with an interest in being a member of the committee is encouraged to contact the Planning Board.
The Squibnocket Pond District Advisory Committee is chaired by Wendy Weldon. This Committee serves as an advisory committee to the Chilmark Planning Board.  In monitoring Squibnocket Pond and its watershed, the Committee is concerned with the nitrogen levels, the increased growth of invasive species, the water quality, and the water usage in the overlay district.  The committee is looking forward to the inclusion of Squibnocket Pond in the Massachusetts Estuary Project, as this project will guide the Squibnocket Pond District Advisory Committee in how best to protect Squibnocket Pond.

Everyone is welcome to attend the Planning Board's meetings, which are held on the second and fourth Monday of the month at 4:30p.m. in the Selectmen's Meeting Room.  If you are unable to attend, please visit the town website at www.ci.chilmark.ma.us for the latest meeting minutes, calendar of events and Master Plan updates.








Respectfully submitted,

                                                                                                        RICHARD OSNOSS, Chair
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