Report of The

Chilmark School Principal

_____________________     

James Weiss, Ed. D.

Superintendent of Schools

RR2, Box 261

Vineyard Haven, MA 02568

Dear Dr. Weiss:

The 2005-2006 school year at the Chilmark School opened with a flurry of excitement, all in anticipation of a new season, new teachers, new students and a new private preschool. Due to the correlation of our schools’ mission statements, the Chilmark School and the Friends of the Chilmark Preschool have been able to coexist comfortably within the same learning environment. The positive energy in the air helped create and maintain a community of life long learners in a multi-age, project based learning environment.  Together the Chilmark School and the Friends of the Chilmark Preschool recognize the different learning styles and needs of each individual student. We strongly believe in providing a curriculum that is academically and artistically challenging and at the same time, we encourage and support students’ development of the basic skills. Our goals are to simply ensure that children will love to learn and in the process, gain the self-esteem that will enable them to live responsibly in a diverse world throughout their lifetime.  

Professional Development:

The Chilmark staff continues to examine ways in which to improve upon teaching and learning in order to provide the best of educational practices for our students’ academic success. With this in mind, the staff spent the school year participating in a series of professional development activities. Weekly workshop discussions in Reading and Assessment, facilitated by our Reading Specialist, Deb Dunn, focused on the main components of the teaching of reading. Our Grade 2/3 Teacher, Jack Regan, and Gr. 3 Teacher, Jill Waxweiler, of the Tisbury School, facilitated a technology workshop providing teachers with the instructional support needed to use technology effectively in their classrooms with Smart Board Technology. Teachers unfamiliar with our Island-wide social curriculum participated in Responsive Classroom trainings offered throughout the year by Teacher-Trainers, one of which was our Chilmark Teacher-Trainer, Robin Smith. The staff also participated in ongoing ELL required trainings that were sponsored by the DOE. In the second half of the year, the Charter School was awarded a Dissemination Grant for “Differentiation of Instruction”. Bob Moore, the Director, invited the Chilmark School staff to work collaboratively with his staff in a series of Saturday workshops designed to engage teachers in research, individual projects, pre/post tests, professional readings and onsite classroom visits between the two schools. The end result provided teachers with an opportunity to reflect and improve upon professional practices. 

Curriculum/ Instruction/ Assessment:

Our K/1 class under the leadership of their teachers Robin and Eleanor delved into Social Studies learning about people, cultures and mapping. Through books, children traveled the globe making discoveries about the rich and wonderful world we inhabit. Most rewarding for students was learning about Martha’s Vineyard, their Island home. Science studies covered an array of topics. Magnets were a hot topic for students. The class also conducted several “sink & float” experiments using the water table. K/1 students also learned that Earth is our largest magnet. Life Science studies focused on animal research, which evolved into an Animal Research Fair. Children also wrote poems and songs that accompanied their individual projects, which they shared with their proud parents. 

“Communities and Communication” was the yearlong theme for the 2/3 class. Appropriately so, students learned the sign language alphabet and the parts of a letter so that they could become “pen pals” to second and third graders in other states. Students wrote thoughtful questions and sent information about Martha’s Vineyard. In return, 14 students in other states sent information about their home state. The 2/3 class also studied the history of lighthouses.  With their teachers Jack and Gwen, the class visited several lighthouses both on and off island. One such visit also included a geological dig on Cape Cod that netted them some very fascinating artifacts. Discovering as much as possible about communities, the class participated in an inter-generational project with residents of Windemere called “Growing Up Island.” Students were given cameras to take pictures of their favorite places on the Island along with special events and activities in their lives that they shared with their friends at Windemere. At the end of the school year, Windemere residents were invited to a school luncheon in addition to viewing the student’s “Growing Up Island” photo exhibit at Featherstone Gallery. 

The fourth and fifth graders did an in-depth study of North and South American Indians, and to bring their studies to life, enjoyed a visit with Tobias Vanderhoop of the Wampanoag Tribe who shared an oral history of Martha’s Vineyard inclusive of the interactions of explorers with the Native people. The class culminated their studies with a research report and a visual representation of their findings. Students participated in community outreach by sponsoring a Mardi Gras Carnival event to raise funds for the American Red Cross and victims of Katrina. Students planned and designed original game stations and invited the Chilmark student body to play the games for a small donation. The donations that Grade 4/5 received provided them an opportunity to work on math activities that reinforced the importance of place value and decimals. With the leadership of Jackie and Sue, creativity was abounding when the 4/5 students signed up to intern with the Vineyard Playhouse for eight weeks. The creative process began with brainstorming ideas for plotting a script. Students were then assigned to various tasks such as set design, costumes, acting, advertising or ticket sales, depending upon their interests. The internship ended with an original play written and performed by our students. The year wrapped up with an Energy Fair. Warren and Nan Doty worked with the 4/5 class weekly helping them design solar race cars that were eventually entered in the fair, which was held at the Agricultural Hall. Chilmark students competed with other students across the Island in a race to the finish line. 

Student performance on the 2006 MCAS test continues to show increments of growth in Reading / Language Arts and Math at the third through fifth grade levels. Since the State only provides data for schools with forty or more students in a grade level, the Chilmark School, with it’s smaller student population, does not meet the requirement. However, the staff and I continually analyze and assess student progress and focus on those areas of the curriculum that we feel need strengthening. 
Without our wonderful Chilmark teaching staff, we would not be able to celebrate the work our students produce each year. The commitment of the professional staff makes that possible. And this year we welcome the following new staff members: Deb Dunn. Reading Teacher; Victoria Dryfoos, K-5 Spanish Teacher; Gwen Wharton, 2/3 Teacher’s Assistant and Joanne Cassidy, General Music Teacher to our school community. It was a pleasure working along side of these talented individuals that have joined the Chilmark School family.

I would like to thank our school community, the UIRSD School Committee and local businesses. Your continuous support for our school and students is recognized. Whether it is in the form of volunteering your time to work with students, chaperoning a trip, supporting fundraisers, making donations or just making sound recommendations to improve programming, we appreciate your efforts as we build the foundations for the future of our children. 









Respectfully submitted,








           Diane Gandy

Principal






Chilmark School Students

2005-2006

--------------------

Kindergarten

             Gabriel Ambulos             Gabriel Bellebuono         Andrei bernier

             Coltrane Leport             Maggie Mayhew             Ned Smiley

First Grade 

            Jared Bardwell                   Olya Bernier                 Julian Bernstein

            Maxwell Eber                     Colin Hickey                 Olivia Knight 

            Adelaide Keene                 Chris Mayhew               Brahmin Thurber-Carbone                                      


 David Webster

Second Grade

            Benjamin Booker
       Connor Downing
         Addison Geiger

            Kate Hansen

       Jake Janak                   Ella Jernegan            

            Emerson Mahoney            Chase Soulagnet          

Third Grade

            Serogia Bernier                 Erin Hickey
         Brigida Larsen

            Ben Poole

       Andrew Ruimerman      Peter Ruimerman

Fourth Grade

            Joshua Bernstein             Chantal Booker             Jessica Campbell

            Mariah Campbell              Bradley Carroll              Oscar Hansen

            Bo Hurwitz                        Thorpe Karabees          Janelle Larsen

            Galen Mayhew                 Alistair Morgan              Mikalya Tinus

Fifth Grade

            Ian Bardwell                     Zoltan Clarke                 Sage Goodwin

            Katherine Smith               Lindsay Tocik                 Madeline Webster

                                                    Zoe Zeeman

Chilmark School Staff

2005-2006

__________

Full Time Staff

Principal                                                         Diane H. Gandy

Teachers:

        K-1




Robin Smith

        2-3                                                         Jack Regan

        4-5                                                         Jackie Guzalak

Assistants:

        K-1




Eleanor Neubert

        2-3                                                         Gwen Wharton

        4-5




Susan Larsen

Head Custodian:   



Lisa Nichols

Part Time Staff

School Secretary (80%)


Orlaith McCarthy-Estes

Specialists:

Special Education



Jill Rosenkranz

Reading (40%)



Deb Dunn

General Music (20%)


           Joanne Cassidy

Instrumental Music (10%)                             Ruth Scudere-Chapman

Physical Education (20%)


Holly Pennington

Art (20%)




Kathleen Cameron

Spanish (30%)



Victoria Dryfoos

School Nurse (20%)



Janice Brown

Guidance Counselor (20%) 


Barbara Bernstein

