To the Honorable Board of Selectmen and the Residents of Chilmark:

I submit the following report of the major activities of the Chilmark Police Department for the year ending December 31, 2006:

Burglar Alarms....................................................118

Parking Tickets Issued......................................…449

Motor Vehicle Citations Issued.........................…248

Motor Vehicle Accidents......................................66

Moped Accidents...................................................6

Increasing the safety of vehicular, pedestrian and bicycle traffic as it moves about the Town is a high priority for the Department. The number one concern of residents expressed to the Department is traffic related. I am pleased to report the Chilmark Police Department applied for and was awarded a grant to purchase a speed traffic data collection and analysis system. This is a four-inch wide, across -the-road strip connected to a traffic data computer. This portable system will collect data to create comprehensive reports and graphs detailing speed, time, number of vehicles, as well as the direction of travel over the tube.  This system works on both paved and dirt roads.

This system will allow the Police Department to better address citizen complaints

about speeding vehicles throughout the town.  This data will allow us to gather hard

evidence to respond to a citizen's perception of traffic speed and to determine where stepped- up enforcement is needed.  I feel this initiative will further enhance the safety of all the various users of the roadways in town.

The deployment of the radar speed signs continues to generate positive feed-back

along with requests for special placement.  The Department would be happy to accommodate special placement requests for the signs if the conditions are suitable.

Please call the station for an evaluation.

Our Police Station, the 1850 Menemsha School house, got a major facelift this past year. The bell tower was rebuilt and painted to match its original historic design. The exterior of the station, the shingles and trim, was power washed and the trim received two coats of paint. The tar apron off of State Road was resurfaced and hardener and gravel were applied to the parking area to smooth it out and make it safer.

The Department has also received a grant to update and repair the playground equipment, sandbox and buy sandbox toys. This work will commence when the weather warms up.

In closing, I would like to thank all the people and Town officials that Assisted this Department in 2006 and hope they continue to support our efforts in the future.  I would also like to thank the Officers of my Department for a job well done this year.

Respectfully submitted,

Timothy S. Rich

Chief of Police

