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Dear Dr. Weiss:
It is my pleasure to report to you and the towns about Martha’s Vineyard Regional High School. The purpose of a high school education is to create independent thinkers, to allow graduates to contribute to the collective knowledge of the human race and to help students acquire positive habits of mind. The six towns of Martha’s Vineyard have continuously and generously contributed to the fulfillment of this mission for all students on the Island. The many successes of our school can be traced back to dedication, volunteerism and community support.

In our School Improvement Plan for the 2006 year, we noted that more than any other institution on the Island, the high school functions as a nexus of community interests and activity.  Hundreds of students have participated in work-study programs, internships and mentoring programs in businesses and other organizations. Child care, automotive repair, gardening and culinary services are provided through the vocational educational department.  Community artists have forged partnerships with teachers and students studying photography, sculpture and digital design. The facility itself serves as an Island-wide community center, providing needed space for adult education, recreation, conferences and performances.

We recognize as well that, although some of these communities may be quite distinct, this is a small island.  The fabric of our dialog with each of our community partners must be woven from the same thread: a fabric which serves as the core expression of the school and its values.  
We believe that the school’s mission statement can serve as the beginning of that foundation. Our mission is drawn from the following:
To develop competent learners whose academic goals are to:

· Read with understanding and insight

· Write with clarity and precision

· Utilize technology in the presentation of information to others

· Solve problems critically and analytically

To develop responsible individuals whose civic goals are to:

· Lead healthy lives in mind and body 
· Make successful choices that enhance self-esteem.
· Demonstrate character values and ethical behavior. 
· Understand and appreciate the value of diversity amongst students and staff.
· Understands and appreciates the Island community and one’s unique connection to Martha’s Vineyard.

To develop complex thinkers whose social goals are to:

· Become capable of self-reflection
· Accept and use constructive criticism
· Take responsible intellectual risks

· Hold high expectations for their academic or career decisions
· Function effectively as members of a team
In addition, athletic and extracurricular accomplishments of our students include arts, theater and athletic awards from the state-wide organizations. Teachers have enhanced their professional abilities through advanced degrees and conferences. As a whole school we have kept progressing in the state measures of student achievement – the MCAS exams – while maintaining a rigorous and interesting curriculum for all kids.  

In sum, we strive to be a school where students can safely learn and grow into the individuals who can be leaders in our community. Thank you for all your support.

Sincerely,
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Margaret M. Regan

