The library had a productive and exiting year that included new programs and staff as well as the continuation of successful and popular programs from years past. In June we bid a very fond farewell to Library Director Catherine Thompson, who retired after more than 17 years of service.  Catherine’s years of dedication and hard work contributed to a smooth transition for Ebba Hierta when she took the helm as new Library Director.

Circulation and program attendance are growing. We’ve standardized library hours and streamlined circulation policies in our continuing effort to make the library user-friendly. The library is now open 29 hours per week year-round, an addition of one hour, and our morning opening time is consistent.

The successful wireless Internet service, begun in 2005, was expanded in 2006 to allow more users to access with a stronger signal. We collaborated with the Aquinnah Library on the Fishing and Ocean Life lecture series last fall and have added other new programs such as Movie Night and the Crossword Puzzle Challenge. We continue to serve the Chilmark School and Preschool students with lively programs each week. And our Children’s Book Festival in August drew more than 100 youths and their parents.

Library Friends: We lost our dear friend Marvin Joslow, the president of the Friends of the Chilmark Public Library, in 2006. He passed away in December. Marvin’s legacy of service to the library lives on, however, and the Friends continue to provide their exceptional support. In December, the Friends held a successful used book sale inside the library. They also began the ChilLib Café, an off season coffee house on Thursdays and Saturdays in the library meeting room that has been warmly received by the community.

Library Volunteers: Returning volunteers Rose Anthony, Charlotte Rubin and Happy Spongberg have been joined by Rob Strauss.  Their weekly contributions help us tremendously in our efforts to better serve our patrons. Lillian Kellman continues to delight our young patrons throughout the year with her stories.

Library Staff: As mentioned, Ebba Hierta joined the library staff as Library Director in June. Assistant Director/Youth Services Librarian Kristin Maloney completed her 15th year of service. Library Associate Kimberly Schlesinger and Library Assistant Judy Mueller are in their second year.

Library Statistics – calendar year 2006:




Collection

Circulation

Adult Books

       19,205

      17,131

Youth Books

         8,229

      10,728

Audio/Visual

         4,112

      24,452

Periodicals


562

        2,696

Public Computers

    6

        3,779

Total


       32,114

      58,786

People in the library during business hours, as measured by the “people counter:” 46,275.
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