To the Honorable Board of Selectmen and the Residents of the Town of Chilmark

The Chilmark Housing Committee is dedicated to developing housing options for the people who live, work or volunteer in Chilmark. The original town by-law, passed in 2001, created the Housing Committee to establish standards for housing eligibility and oversees affordable housing programs and opportunities. We have made significant progress this past year in rental units, Homesite Housing, and the Middle Line Road Community Housing Program.

The Rental Assistance Program, funded by the Community Preservation Fund, encourages the owner of a rental home to convert from a summer season rental to an affordable year-round rental.  There is no loss of income to the owner through this rent subsidized program.  We now have three such units in town and hope to expand the program.  

This year, the Homesite Housing Program had its first recipient of an affordable homesite housing lot.  This is a significant milestone for Chilmark and the committee is hopeful that this program can create many more housing opportunities.  A landowner may carve away one acre from a larger parcel and select an eligible purchaser or request that the Board of Selectmen hold a lottery for a recipient.  The deed for this land and its dwelling must contain a deed rider for perpetual affordability. 

The Middle Line Road Community Housing Program is the Town’s first substantial affordable housing effort.  It will be built on portions of 21.5 acres of town-owned land located off Tabor House Road.  Following a positive feasibility study, a concept plan for the program was adopted and passed at the annual town meeting in April 2005.  A special town meeting devoted almost exclusively to Middle Line in June 2005 voted to build an equal number of rental and ownership units, to be intermingled in three clusters as laid out in the concept plan.

A committee was appointed by the Board of Selectmen to develop and build Middle Line.  Members of the committee are Leonard Jason, Jr. Andrew Goldman and Warren Doty.  Engineering and architectural work is proceeding, as is legal review and preparation of land leases and other documents.  Coordination with Town boards and the Martha’s Vineyard Commission has been ongoing.  Six homesites will be allocated through a lottery conducted by the Board of Selectmen to applicants who have been qualified by the Chilmark Housing Committee. The recipients will receive construction guidelines and timelines for construction.  They will be expected to abide by the re-sale, inheritance and other rules specified in the Implementation Guidelines for Homesite Housing and their ground lease.

The Town will retain ownership of all of the land in the Middle Line property and will proceed with plans to build six rental units.

The Chilmark Housing Committee is heartened by the progress on the Middle Line Road Community Housing Program and wishes to thank members of the community, boards, the selectmen, applicants, the Dukes County Regional Housing Authority, and the Martha’s Vineyard Commission for their part in this ambitious effort.  We wish especially to remember the longtime chair of the committee, Molly Flender, for her vision and hard work on Middle Line.









Respectfully Submitted,


Steve Schwab, Chairman
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