2006 Report of the Cape Light Compact 

Town of Chilmark Activities 

Chilmark Representative – Timothy Carroll
The Cape Light Compact was formed in 1997 following two years of study and votes of town boards of selectmen and town council. It is organized through a formal intergovernmental agreement signed by all 21 member towns and Barnstable and Dukes counties. The purpose of the Cape Light Compact is to advance the interests of consumers in a competitive electric supply market, including the promotion of energy efficiency. Each participating municipality has a representative on the Compact Governing Board, which sets policy and works with staff, technical and legal support to advance the Cape Light Compact programs.

POWER SUPPLY

In 2006, the Cape Light Compact (Compact) provided energy to residents and businesses in accordance with a competitive electricity supply contract negotiated by the Compact with ConEdison Solutions.  Although prices were initially high as a result of hurricanes Katrina and Rita in late 2005, the Compact continually worked to lower prices throughout the year.  Commencing in July, prices for all customer rate classes were reduced by 1 cent per kWh in order to lower electricity bills for the remainder of 2006.

In addition, the Compact was able to reduce electricity prices for all of the town’s municipal accounts as a result of a separate procurement of energy in the spring of 2006.  These reductions, effective in April 2006, saved between 25% and 30% on electricity bills for the town’s municipal buildings, schools, and other town related facilities.  While these savings were not seen directly on consumers’ individual electric bills, these savings flow through to all taxpayers in the town as a result of lower tax bills.

Competition for consumers was more fully realized in 2006 as more competitive suppliers came into the market to serve residential as well as commercial and industrial accounts.  The Cape Light Compact supports a competitive market for all consumers as was envisioned by the Electric Restructuring Act of 1997.  As of December 2006, the Compact had 1,541 electric accounts in the Town of Chilmark on its energy supply.     
ENERGY EFFICIENCY

From January to November 2006, rebates and other efficiency incentive programs provided to the town of Chilmark by the Compact totaled approximately $375,770 brought savings to 305 participants of $78,179 or about 521,197 kilowatt-hours of energy saved for 2006.

Funding for the energy efficiency programs1 (i.e. energy audits for homes and businesses, rebates on the purchase of energy efficient appliances and energy education in our schools) comes from a monthly customer “energy conservation” charge ($0.0025 cents multiplied by the number of kilowatt hours used during the month) that appears on each customer’s electric bill.
Other Cape Light Compact Efforts Include:

· The Cape Light Compact brought energy education to the Town of Chilmark. Education support included 5 programs and 65 students, parents, and teachers.
· One solar panel at the Chilmark School as part of the Solarize Our Schools campaign to sign up 3% of the occupied households in each town.  Congratulations!
