CONSERVATION COMMISSION

To the Honorable Board of Selectmen

and the residents of Chilmark:

The Conservation Commission met at least twice a month for most of the year to act on applications or to conduct site inspections.  The Commission reviewed 31 Notices of Intent (dealing with activities which by definition, have a high probability of affecting a resource area) and 12 Requests for Determination of Applicability (dealing with activities to define the resource area or determine if the proposed activity would impact the area and require a Notice of Intent).  It also issued two Certificates of Compliance indicating these finished projects met all of the conditions set forth by the Commission.

The majority of the applications were for clearing or construction within the buffer zone of a resource area (i.e. coastal pond, coastal dune, stream, wetland etc.).  Approvals were given when the resource area was not adversely impacted. 

A few months ago one of our long-time Commissioners moved off-island.  We would like to express our sincere gratitude to Pam White for all of her dedicated and conscientious work over the years.  Her objectivity and contributions will be missed.  We have added one new Commissioner in the past year, Virginia Dyer, who has already grasped the challenges we all face when protecting our valuable water resources.  We still have two openings for Associate Commissioners.  If you are interested in serving please feel free to attend any of our meetings or contact one of the other Commissioners listed below to get an idea of what’s involved.  Last but not least we would also like to recognize and thank Rusty Walton, our tireless Conservation Officer for all of his hard work and remind citizens to call him for advice before starting work in or near wetlands.
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