         With few rainy days last summer, Chilmark’s beaches were busier than ever. Squibnocket Beach once again had vast expanses of sand and lots of families with small children flocked there to enjoy the shallow water. More passes than ever were sold for Squibnocket, creating frequent traffic congestion on the narrow road to the beach. Additional parking attendants were hired to help control the traffic and a second lifeguard will be on the beach for the 2007 season. High surf during a Fall storm swept the stairs out to sea. New ones will be built to replace them. They will be installed before summer begins. 

          Lucy Vincent Beach on the other hand, suffered from tough winter surf. Much of the sand washed away, exposing underlying rocks and a difficult walk around the cliff to the east end. Often beach patrons were forced to take the emergency path on the back side of the cliffs to get to and from the east end.

        Other challenges for beach staff were great numbers of Portuguese Man-of-War invading the beaches for weeks at a time. These jelly fish like creatures have potentially deadly venom in their long reaching tentacles. Many beaches on Massachusetts’s South Shore and Martha’s Vineyard were affected by this invasion. Chilmark beaches were periodically closed for swimming when the Man-of War infestation was high. The Town’s lifeguards were kept busy giving first aid for stings and helping people from the water, at considerable risk to themselves.  They also had the nasty task of shoveling them off the sand as they washed up from the water. A number of beach-goers were taken to the hospital for further treatment. Chilmark guards are to be congratulated for their professionalism and their skill during that difficult period. Dangerous rip tides also affected Lucy Vincent Beach for much of the season. Guards pulled many swimmers from the water and did an excellent job of warning people of the risks that go hand in hand with a pristine beach.

To promote town-wide cooperation and to keep beach staff up-to-date in their rescue skills, drills and exercises in conjunction with the Chilmark Police and Fire Departments and Rescue Squad, and the Tri-Town ambulance and Red Cross are held every summer. In conjunction with the Fire Department, the beach staff has been trained for and now has access to jet skis for open water rescue. 

        Staff last summer included twenty beach and/or lifeguards, three gate guards, two parking attendants and three sticker sellers.  Martina Mastromonaco was beach superintendent for the twelfth consecutive year and Sloan Hart and Karyn Pietruska returned as her assistants. Sloan resigned at the end of season. She will be missed by the Beach Department as well as beach patrons.

          The mail-in registration program will again allow for pre-season purchase of beach stickers in 2007. Please read the applications carefully and follow all instructions, as there will be a few changes to help update Beach Department records. 

Town residents who frequent Lucy Vincent Beach on and off-season are reminded that the cliffs are fragile and erosion is making them increasingly unstable. It is imperative that beach patrons and their guests refrain from climbing on, sitting under, or digging at the delicate beauty that is the trademark of Lucy Vincent Beach.

          Beach staff thanks the following for their support and assistance: the Chilmark Town Hall, Fire Department, Police Department, Rescue Squad and Harbormaster; the Tri-Town Ambulance and American Red Cross. Also, the Chilmark Beach Committee: Leslie Weiss, Arlan Wise, Ian Fein, Liz Zane and Judy Herman.

Respectfully submitted,

Martina Mastromonaco, Superintendent of Beaches

